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Taree OU ‘o E\mer’s place; | knocks 


a couple of times on the door and | see they got a lot of folks to dinner, so 


not wishin’ to disturb them, | just sneaks around to the side door and 


yells, “ Hey, Elmer here | am : where do you want the privy put ?” 











The Pressed Metal Division of 


Lemuel Putf* 


THAT’S not quite the technique of the Williams 
& Williams sales representative, so far as we 
know. Ask him about the new all-steel Roften 
privies.| They really are worth considering as the 


following reasons will show: 
+ 
1. Roften toilet compartments are cheaper than brick and tiles : 
prefabrication makes them easy and quick to erect. 
2. They can be grouped in any number. 


3. They are made of high quality sheet steel which is rustproof, 
fire resistant and won't harbour germs. 


4. The doors are double skinned to prevent warping. 


5. They will stand up to climatic conditions in any part of the 


world. 


6. The clean straight lines are in keeping with modern trends 


in design. 


7. Roftens are supplied in finished colours to specification. 


If you are putting toilet compartments into schools or 
hospitals, factories or offices we should be glad to tell you about 


the new Roften lavatory units. Please write or telephone. 
+ Lavatories or even toilet compartments if you wish Sir. 


* The Specialist by Charles Sale ; Putnam, 42 Great Russell Street, 
London, W.C.2. 


ATES Nee IEE Ee Limited 


ROFTEN WORKS HOOTON CHESHIRE 


London Cftice Victoria House, Southampton Row, W.C.1 Telephone ; HOLborn 98814 
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U201/R 


Our light fittings have always been renowned for their sound 
design and good workmanship. In our four main ranges of fittings; 
Mondolite, Tubalux, Ultralux and Versalite, you will find evidence of 
the real understanding that we have for the practical and the aesthetic 
problems of lighting. 


TROUGHTON & YOUNG (Lighting) LTD., 143, Knightsbridge, S.W.1. 
Tel. : Ken. 3444. 


UNDERSTANDING 


DESIGN 
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Specialists in high-class joinery for the Building Trade 
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Summer conditions called for economical auxiliary equipment 


At Woolworth’s new store in Bristol, hot water was 
needed all the year round in the restaurant, staff rooms 
and cloakrooms. But it was uneconomical to operate 
the main heating plant through the summer 


Efficiency called for compact, reliable plant 


Space is at a premium in any store, labour costs are 
high. Dust and dirt were to be avoided. A clean, 
compact, easily-maintained installation was required. 


The heating engineer called for 


‘POTTERTON’ Gas-fired BOILERS 


eek KLE EO ane Thomas De La Rue & Co Ltd (Gas Division) 
Imperial House, 84/86, Regent Street, London W1 


{//* Rex’ Series boilers are now fitted Perfe 
Duty Device to ensure safe and eff f of 
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SWAN 0:4 Chole Lichtin: 


The only 
Hitting’ 
with all 
these 
features ! 





$ . . 

7 Reflector shaped to ensure rigidity and reinforced 
by double triangular section steel spars—an exclusive 
Ediswan feature. Also cast end plates. 

9 — . 

“= All-white finish in vitreous or stoved enamel on 
‘bonderised’ steel. 

al, ° 

“= Four-lamp or three-lamp fittings with either plain or 


slotted reflectors to provide some upward light. 


els 


7° Extensive choice of special service accessories :— 
mountings for directional adjustment, heavy or light duty 


anti-vibration mountings, lamp vibration protectors, etc 


ef, . - 
=< Special devices to ensure safe use and simple 


maintenance of high voltage electrical equipment 


Edison Swan Electric Company Ltd., 155 Charing Cross Road, Londen, 


Mi 


4A E11. Group of Companie 
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Heating water for industry 
is a responsible job 
—INSTALL &G.C. WATER HEATERS 


FOR EFFICIENCY AND RELIABILITY 


600 gals. 54 kW. 


Two 300 gal. 27 kW. G.E.C. 
Water Storage Heaters installed 
in an ablution block of a large 
engineering works. 


Whatever the quantity of hot water required, 
however complicated the system, you'll find 
G.E.C. has just the right equipment to solve the 


problem, Cleaner, economical and thoroughly 


&£G.C. ! INDUSTRIAL 


THE GENERAL. ELECTRIC CO. LTO., 





reliable, G.E.C. Water Heater 
supplying hot water for proce 
purposes. Consult G.E.C. on 


heating problems. 


ELECTRIC WATER HEATERS 


MAGNET HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON W.<¢ 
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The Cable Makers’ Association sets the highest standards in the 
manufacture of all kinds of electric cables and safeguards the user 
by ensuring that these standards are observed. 





Whatever your needs, if you buy cables from a C.M.A. member, 
you can be certain that you are getting a product of proved and 


tested quality —cables which are made to the world’s highest 


standards. 








CABLE MAKERS 


ASSOCIATION 


§2-54 HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.I TEL: HOLBORN 7633 
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J.B. ROSE & C® L’ 


BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
157 SANDGATE ROAD, FOLKESTONE, KENT 


TELEPHONE: 2317, 2644. 











The 1,000th house erected for the Bastldon 
Development Corporation by J. b. Rose & 
Co., Ltd., was officially opened by Ernest 


Marples Esq., M.P., the Parliamentary 
/ ’ 


Secretary to the Minister of Housing 


On 





December 2nd, 19538 











SUPPLIERS OF MATERIALS, FITTINGS, SERVICES, etc. : 


HALL & CO., LTD., S. A. WISE & CO., LTD., R. MAY & SONS, LTD., Wm. EVANS 

& CO., LTD., JOHN SADD & SONS, LTD., SOUTH EASTERN JOINERY WORKS, 

LTD., ROTHERVALE TRADING CO., LTD., SERGEANT & PARKS, LTD., 

B. FINCH & CO., LTD., PERMAFENCE, LTD., SEMTEX, LTD., MANDER BROS., 
LTD., C. A. STANFORD & CO., LTD. 

















Attention to Detail 


We proudly present the first Social 


Centre in a New Town, recently completed 
by us at Hemel Hempstead, and incorporat- 
ing many materials requiring the attention 
of craftsmen. Reference to the photographs 


in this issue will demonstrate the point. 


Building Contractors in the best tradition 


Brown and Clark Ltd. 


Prestwood, Great Missenden, Bucks. Tel.: Great Missenden 156 
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ADEYFIELD SOCIAL HALL 
Hemel Hempstead New Town. 


lilustrated in this rT 


BRODERICK INSU 
COPPER ROOFING 
food trussed rafters 


Chief Architect: H. KELLETT ABLETT, F.R.'.B.A., M.TF 


OPPER is one of the oldest roofing materials and it is interesting to notice 
the high proportion of modern buildings of distinction which have 
BRODERICK INSULATED COPPER ROOFING. 
We supply and fix from the wall-plate up and we shall be pleased to 
send you an illustrated folder and to quote for any suitable job from a single 
house to a complete schools programme. 


BRODERICK INSULATED STRUCTURES LTD. 


INKERMAN WORKS, HERMITAGE ROAD, WOKING, SURREY 


2266 








filling along telt 
want 


Ashley Brandon 
151, North 
Telephone : Fu 


Sanitary Mater 
and Fire Surt 
to Schools, H 
and Heme 
Harlow New 


recently developed 


ashley brandon 
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CARTER TILING in hospitals 


J 


~~ 


Cheerful surroundings undoubtedly 

play an important part in hospital 

treatment. Carter tiling offers attractive 
colour and interesting texture combined 
with the highest standards of hygiene and the 


lowest cleaning and maintenance cost 


CLE Be 
Bo aly 201 Ss SE Ci 
id 2a Weed Boe 





THE CARTER GROUP 


CARTER & CO. LID., Poole, Dor 
\RITER ACO. LONDON, LID iA 
7) i e Stree M 
IME RCTIAL MARBLE & TILI Lit 
6, | 
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Exhibit designed by Montague Reed, M.S.1.A, Contractors : David Esdaile & Co., Ltd. 


Gas in the design for living 


The new enlarged gas and coke exhibit 


is now open. In it visitors will find the lat 
gas and coke, mainly for domest 

Also shown are approved methods of g 
with examples of the latest equipme 
available to answer queries and there | 
library. Visits from individuals or partie 


of a visit from an organised party will be appr 


¢ \ 


ISSUED BY THE GAS COUNCIL, | GROSVENOR PLACE, LONDON, S 
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ASBESTOS-CEMENT 


for Interior Decoration 


The tasteful and effective use which can be made 
of ‘‘EVERITE’’ ‘BIGSIX’ Asbestos -Cement 
Corrugated Sheeting is shown to advantage in 
Messrs. Bernards’ attractive new salon in Bristol. 


‘eVERITE 
BIGSIX” 


CORRUGATED SHEETS 


TURNERS ASBESTOS CEMENT CO LTD 


A MEMBER OF THE TURNER € NEWALE ORGANISATION 
TRAFFORD PARK i a a a 
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or not so near 





the prospect 


is inviting... 


An inviting prospect is provided by this 
bow fronted lounge bar. Counter 

top is in laminated plastic Walnut with an 
Australian Walnut front, relieved by 
ebonized mould panels. ‘The backfitting, 
divided by a central door in Australian 
Walnut, is en suite with the bar 
incorporating mirrors, concealed lighting, 
and display shelves in wood and glass, 
which during unlicensed hours are 
enclosed by Walnut lath roller shutters. 
Concealed lighting is included in the 

false ceiling over the servery which houses 
ventilating equipment. 

The room decorated and furnished by the 
Peerage Suite completes a most attractive 
setting. 


BRITAIN’S BIGGEST BAR FITTERS 


Member of the Allied Brewery Traders’ Association 


@ Head Office: Dalex Worl 


@ London Office 


@ Branches: Bristol, Cardiff, Hanley, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester Newcastle-on-Tyne, Nottingham 
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rchitect 


founded in 1869, and the 
as, is €2 15s. Od. post paid 


** Building 


U.S.A. and 


News, 


onada $9.00 


SE, STAMFORD STREET, LONDON, S.E.1 
grams: *‘ ARCHITONIA, SEDIST, LONDON.’ 


Birmingham: King Edward House, New Street 
Deansgate 3595 (2 lines); 26B Renfield Street 


Glasgow 





ROAD 


HE Minister of Transport announced last 


week a programme for road improvements 


to five 


Road ind’ for its 


to be carried out over the next threc 
years He is to the 


allow 


** raid 


purposes and 


legitrzmate from it 


some three times greater than recent amounts 


year 


per 
The Minister gave lists of improvements scheduled 
for priority in the next year or so. Many of the 
items are concerned with trunk roads ( £22,000,000 
in the next three years) the cost of which falls directly 
on the Exchequer and its Road Fund. The 
the three-year programme amounting to some 
£28,000,000, will fall in part and in varying pro- 
portions on the Local Authorities; so that many 
optimists who imagined that, with the easing of the 
housing situation and other commitments, rates 
would tend to come down or at least steady at their 
present levels, will have to take second thoughts. 
For if classified roads are widened or improved up 
to the boundaries of Local Authorities, then the 
work must be continued onwards through or around 
the local authority 
widenings useless. 
It is only to be hoped that someone somewhere 
is planning the whole issue as a matter of co-ordinated 
national importance and that the priorities are not 
mere local or even regional improvement 


rest of 


area or render the external 


responsive 
to local wails unrelated to planned national transport. 
We shall probably be told, but of course the roads 
are being so planned, and be referred to past plans 
and reports; but we notice the Minister did not 
refer to anything like this, nor has much been said 
recently on the planning of transport generally with 
due regard to correct and economic relationships 
between roads, railways, canals, coastal routes and 
the air. 

The whole matter of transport in this crowded 


IMPROVEMENTS 


land and that of road transport in particular has just 
got clean out of hand and anything that is now 
suggested is like much that has been done in the 
past ; it is more or less panic action taken in response 
to localized appeals of districts or trades or in answer 
to political stress revolving around either a more or 
less correct visualization of the losses entailed through 
badly planned roads, or the failure of safety-first 
propaganda for the reduction of road casualties. 

An early priority in the Minister’s list is the 
Cromwell Road extension scheme in London, a 
much delayed but presumably necessary improve- 
ment of the western approaches. What is its relation 
to the more central parts of London ? Is it merely 
going to shift the bottle-neck or create new bottle- 
necks nearer the centre, where land for widening or 
improvement will be proportionally higher in value ? 
This is only one example of unco-ordinated method 
from the London area and is, of course, only concerned 
with the radial approaches ; now that the innermost 
ring road of the County Plan is abandoned, are the 
other rings and radials fully adequate and related 
to the Cromwell Road extensions ? The very fact 
that such questions can be asked means that mere 
expenditure of money on local improvements does 
not relieve or eradicate the doubts of those whose 
training and experience enable them to survey a 
wider field than that viewed by the Ministry of 
Transport or even by regional authorities acting 
locally. 

How much will the congestion in the centres of 
our large towns and, in particular, London, be 
relieved by the proposed expenditure ? We have had 
it put to us that the whole matter of road traffic 
is a very vicious circle; nothing (unless it be a 
slump) seems to be able to stop the manufacture of 
cars and other road-transport vehicles and the 
improvement of roads can never seem able to catch 

h 
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up with the increase of numbers of mechanical 
units. If this is so, congestion will always exceed 
improvement ; or, alternatively, road improvements 
will only encourage more vehicles until the final 
state will be a stationary one with little or no possi- 
bility of movement at all. Which turn of cynicism is 
perhaps more imaginative than much else that has 
been said lately. 

The problem of the centres is that there is already 
not enough room to move ; the roads are no longer 
traffic ways but have become waiting and parking 
ways. Even if we shall be able to move more freely 
on the open road what relief will that bring about 
inside the congested centres ? Or, again, will ease 
of approach to the centres cause the latter to be even 
more congested? The legalization of parking by 
meters and other devices is no answer. Widening 
streets by setting-back whole frontages is notoriously 
the most expensive sort of urban planning. And, of 
course, central traffic streets can be too wide and 
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can stultify the movement of pedestrians and increase 
the difficulty of efficient delivery and despatch of 
goods and waste and probably lead to an all-round 
increase in the height of urban buildings 

We are sure that there re other ways ; some have 
been suggested from time to time in planning reports 
and traffic investigations by those who can see that 
road traffic is only one factor of human movement. 
Mere bigger and better and faster roads is only a 
part way out, an engineering solution of a problem 
that is really economic, three-dimensional and 
common-sensical and which concerns people as 
travellers on foot as well as in vehicles, the movement 
of goods as well as the quietness and amenities of 
life and the correct relationships with other modes 
of movement, existing and potential. It is the 
specialization of experts in narrow fields which often 
makes present and future problems all the more 
difficult of solution. 





EVENTS 


THE BENEVOLENT BALL 

Even though I did not win any prizes, I, in company 
with lots of other people, thought that the A.B.S. ball at 
the Dorchester last Wednesday was the best yet. Some 
800 persons crammed the ballroom to rather more than 
capacity and this was after every available partition had 
been lowered or opened. Last year the dances were much 
too long but the organizers, who have always shown them- 
selves most willing to reconsider suggestions, this year 
halved their length. This was fine for people like me who 
were sitting near the floor but I fear that there may be 
some counter claims from those in distant corners whence 
it must have taken half a dance to reach the floor. 

If the Ball goes on developing there will soon be more 
non-architects than architects attending, for the rest of the 
building industry has taken it up in a big way and this 
probably accounts for the number of Jereboams and 
Magnums of champagne that were popping near mine— 
none, unfortunately, quite near enough. 

There were several large parties and this year some of 
them were arranged at long tables. This looks well but is, 
in fact, bad for circulation if you are on the side away from 
the floor. I thought that the food and the service were 
very good but I also think that it would be nice to have 
another band next year. Something with a little more fire 
in it. George Enescos outfit has had four goes and is 
altogether too refined for me. Few of us are so old that 
we want continuously to be reminded of our youth by old 
tunes. 

The floor was far too crowded to do much more than 
process in a solid phalanx and this, I believe, is posing 
the organizers a problem. This year they could have sold 
more tickets but they had no room. In future years are 
numbers to be limited or is the Ball to be moved to a 
larger room? Surely there are few larger, unless one con- 


AND 


COMMENTS 


siders the Hammersmith Palais or the rink at 
Grosvenor House. I think that it would be a great pity 
to make it a larger party. I would like to see it limited to 
600 tickets, but this would probably be bad for business 
As an alternative, why not hold a summer ball in addition? 
More particularly next year, as there is to be no R.I.B.A 
reception. Poor committee. 

The ball programme contained some jolly advertise- 
ments but modesty forbids me to mention who was the 
author of the best of them. The standard of beauty was 
again high this year and there seemed to be more young 
people than usual. Doubtless if I were a real social hound 
I would here record the names of the most beautiful and 
best dressed ladies, but since most of them were in the 
party I was in it would be going perhaps too far. Dears, 
you all looked ravishing. Chums, you all looked like 
super space men. I can say no more 


ex-1ce 


HOUSE WARMING, OR THE SEVEN LAMPS OF 
CHARLOTTE STREET 


The only time that architects’ offices are really tidy is 
when parties are given in them, and when that coincides 
with a house warming, cleanliness and new paint is an 
added attraction. The Seven Lamps of Architecture, 
better known perhaps as the A------C--P have 
moved to a reconstructed building on the corner of Char- 
lotte Street and Goodge Street. Very pleasant, too. In 
the basement they found the foundation stone giving the 
architect’s name as Morgan, the builder as Atkinson, and 
the date as 1829. 

Casting my eyes over the remarkably tidy book shelves 
in the reference library, I saw a full set of Jaggard and 
Drury. You will, perhaps, forgive me for being surprised 
I pointed the volumes out to one of the Lamps. “Oh yes, 
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rather,” says he. “Couldn’t get on without them.” And 
it is not as though they propped their boards up on books 
in that office for all their drawing tables are being con- 
verted to a modified form of engineer’s steeply sloping 
board with a pulley supported straight edge. This is the 
first architect’s office I have found so equipped and is in 
marked contrast to the Scandinavian practice of using flat 
tables, upon which I commented in the summer. Judging 
by the wonderful food prepared by the female staff this 
firm could always fall back on running a restaurant in hard 
times, and they have some promising bar-men there, too. 


SAVOY AND BROCCOLI 


I am just a cabbage when it comes to high finance but it 
seems that someone has netted a cool half million out of 
the goings on about these two hotels. Tax free, too, and 
no expensive assistants to pay. Aren’t we the idiots? The 
papers have been full of it; Punch had a not very funny 
joke about it; a new Berkeley has been designed, as it were, 
overnight; Astragal has shed a salt tear over the old; I saw 
somewhere that the new one is by the P.R.I.B.A. In the 
end it still belongs to the same people but they have paid 
a certain Mr. Samuel, unfortunately not my Mr. Samuel, 
half a million for the honour of keeping their own property. 
And you and I, dear friends, will still not be able to afford 
to frequent either. 


LONDON CHRISTMAS TREE 


Once again the kind people of Oslo are sending a 
Christmas tree to the people of London, it will as usual be 
erected in Trafalgar Square and will be illuminated nightly 
from December 19 until January 5. The M.o.W. has issued 
a junior Bradshaw to tell people at what times the tree and 
the fountains will be lit up and announcing that various 
choirs will sing carols round the tree on the five nights 
before Christmas. A nice idea but 


whoever would have 


733 


suspected the People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals of 
having a choir? 


HAMMERSMITH SCHOOL EXHIBITION 

My picture shows bricklayer students of the Hammer- 
smith School of Building and Arts and Crafts at work. Are 
they preparing for the past, present, future, or what? This 
school makes a good deal of its efforts to integrate the 
various building trades, architecture and the arts. Who 
designed the fireplace, if fireplace it is, in the background? 
No one from the school of architecture I'll be bound. 
“That isn’t architecture, that’s bricks, but mind you, 
damned well laid.” It really is not quite fair to lads to 


Paul Nightingale, Dip: U.C.L., F.R.I.B.A., Master-in-charge of Architecture, examining one of the display 
panels at the Hammersmith School of Building & Arts & Crafts Exhibition. 


Right :° Plaster Group for Bronze Casting by Ralph Brown, 4th Year Student in Sculpture Group. 
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let them spend evening after evening running up mon- 
strosities like this. Unfortunately, although you cannot 
have good architecture without good craftsmanship you can 
have good craftsmanship without good architecture of any 
kind. 
UNDERNEATH THE CORONATION ARCHES 

Last week we published a picture of the projected new 
palm house at Kew, in the construction of which it is pro- 
posed to use the four decorative arches which stood in the 
Mall for the coronation. The present palm house, designed 
by Decimus Burton, is closed because it has been declared 
unsafe (by experts, of course), due to the corrosion of the 
metal work. It will have to be replaced. The Ministry 
thinks that the “new Palm House would be a centre of 
wide interest, and should provide for the arches a fresh use 
worthy of their historic association.” But would the arches 
contribute to a good architectural solution of the problem. 
I think not. One might as well ask Mr. Basil Spence to 
incorporate them in Coventry Cathedral. The arches looked 
very pretty in the Mall and they have now done their job. 
They should be scrapped. Someone will say that to use them 
for the palm house will save money. I wonder. If they must 
be kept, cover them with black crepe and use them as tea 
cosies for gas works. If they are scrapped it will, of course, 
deprive boring grandfathers in 2000 of saying “see those 
arches m’dear, used at the coronation ot Elizabeth II, 
erected in Piccadilly Circus or was it Trafalgar Square? 
I remember them well.” After all, this sort of thing has 
been done before, at the Crystal Palace and at the Rotunda 
at Woolwich, which was built to cover and follow the shape 
of a tent used by William IV, Queen Victoria . . . or was it 
Edward VII... where? Iam sorry to be so unkind to Sir 
David, and so near Christmas, too. But I reckon that his 
outfit has thought up or sponsored a couple of bad ideas 
lately. 


NEW 8S 
THE 


O F 
WEEK 


and economies. 


his own organization we might well but at the 
find it possible to make improvements 


The outlook is now much more en- 
couraging, and we have been told offi- 
cially that the more work we do the 
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SCULPTURE IN 1954 


The L.C.C. is to put on another open-air exhibition of 
sculpture next year. This time it will be in the grounds 
of Holland House, Kensington, which the L.C.C. recently 
bought from Lord Ilchester. The exhibition will be open 
from May until October. This wild woodland should pro- 
vide some perfect settings, and if the distinguished com- 
mittee of experts (yes, experts) is anything to go by it 
should also be a notable exhibition. The garden ballroom 
of ruined Holland House is to be converted into a café 
with the South Bank and not 
model I hope—heigh ho! 


Kensington Gardens as a 
Buns in the jungle 


FUNNY 
FEATURE 


Friends! Send me your funny stories about architects 
I do not promise to publish them nor yet to read them 
and the following (if submitted returned in 
unstamped envelopes. The one about the architect who 
forgot to provide a staircase; the one about the Taj Mahal 
Hotel in Bombay being built back to front; the one about 
the barrack building built in the Curragh when it should 
have been in Jubblepore and vice versa; and, engineers 
please note, the one about the bridge being built in China 
with its foundations uppermost. All the same one does 
occasionally hear strange things about architects. A book 
has recently been published about an American named 
Mizner, who had a lucrative practice in one of the more 
expensive parts of the States. One of asked 
to see the plan of his house. “Plans,” says he, “ why the 
house isn’t finished yet!” A British architect named 
Cowlishaw was commissioned to design a house for some 
people in Colombo, he sent them a wax model which melted 
in the Red Sea on the way out 


STORIES ABOUT ARCHITECTS—CHRISTMAS 


will be 


his clients 


ABNER 


same time we are not pro 
viding enough vacancies for them. So, 
in sending my best’ wishes for 
Christmas and the New Year, I leave 
this thought with you Do look 
seriously at apprenticeship in the 


L.M.B.A. President's 


Christmas Message 


In a Christmas and New Year 
message to his Area Chairmen, which 
he asked them to pass on to their mem- 
bers, the President of the London 
Master Builders’ Association, Mr. 
Gerald Hills, says :— 

The past year has been a notable 
one but, like all others, it leaves a 
number of unsolved problems to be 
carried over into the New Year. Out- 
standing among them is building costs, 
and while some of us think we may 
have passed the peak, we all realize 
that the cost of building is still too 
high to encourage either public or 
private clients to embark readily on 
new building projects. It is not easy 
to see how prices can be brought down 
when the cost of so much of the work 
we do is fixed by factors beyond our 
control, but efficiency breeds efficiency 
and if each one of us were to examine 


more we shall be encouraged to do. 

One section of work to be done will 
be near to our own hearts, namely, 
the rebuilding of the City of London. 
The Government has promised now 
that it shall go forward “at speed.” 
The Lord Mayor has promised to 
make that rebuilding his war cry for 
1954. The architects have been asked 
to get to work on the plans, and the 
order of issue of the licences is already 
under discussion. 

A serious start, too, is to be made 
on the repairs of existing houses and 
the modernization of sub-standard 
properties. This is work which falls 
naturally to the medium and small 
builder, and this activity should en- 
courage those of our members to look 
into the New Year with increasing 
confidence. 

I must say a word about apprentice- 
ship which, in spite of all we have 
done, remains unsatisfactory. By 
medals and other awards we are 
attracting likely boys into our industry 


light of the encouraging circumstances 
in which we find ourselves. If you 
are already training apprentices, try to 
take some more If you have no 
apprentices, then think of the future 
of your business and of the needs of 
our industry and see if you cannot 
make a start with one or two in the 
New Year. I know from practical ex 
perience that you will gain a great deal 
of pleasure from the training of the 
boys and in taking a personal interest 
in their welfare 


APPOINTMENT 


Mr. N. C. Dowell, A.R.I.B.A., prin- 
cipal assistant architect to Wakefield 
Council, has been appointed chief 
assistant architect for Education and 
Buildings to Wolverhampton Corpora- 
tion, in succession to Mr. T. W. Gre- 
gory, A.R.I.B.A., who has been ap- 
pointed deputy city architect, Glou- 
cester. 
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Cathedral Acousties 


The Acoustics Group of the Physical 
Society 1s holding a meeting on Janu 
ary 5 to discuss cathedral acoustic 
The meeting will be held at the Trinity 
College of Music, Mandeville Plac« 
London, W.1, at 5.15 p.m., and the dis 
cussion will be opened by Mr. Hope 
Bagenal, D.C.M., F.R.I.B.A 

Ihe subject has special interest 
present time new cathe 
are projected here and abroad, an 
cause new developments in Jf 
address design may help to, res 
some of the conflicts between acoustical 
requirements for preaching and for 
music. Anyone interested is invited t 
be present 
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RETIREMENTS 


Director of Works and Services 
in Scotland 


Mr. W. A. Ross, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A 
will retire from the post of Director 
Works and Services at the Scottish 
Headquarters of the Ministry of Work 
on December 31, 1953, on the compl 
tion of over 41 years’ Government Ser 
vice. Mr. Ross will be succeeded by 
Mr. J. E. R. G. Kean, A.R.I.B.A., who 
is at present Superintending Archi 
tect at the Ministry’s Scottish Head 
quarters Mr. Kean _ received hi 
architectural training with Messr 
Morley-Horder and Briant Poulter 
F/F.R.I.B.A., London, and entered the 
service of the Office of Works as a 
Draughtsman in 1927. He was tran 
ferred to the Shanghai Office of the 
Department in 1936 and during hi 
three years’ foreign service was respon 
sible for the design and maintenance 
of all Diplomatic and Consular estab 
lishments in the Far East. Mr. Kean 
was transferred to Scotland in 1946 
as Superintending Architect and in this 
capacity he has been responsible for 
controlling the design of all new build 
ings erected by the Department in 
Scotland 


Mr. W. J. Durnford, F.R.I.B.A., a 
senior architect in the L.C.C. archi 
tect’s department, is to retire on Janu 
ary 31, 1954. Mr, Durnford, who will 
be 65, entered the service of the 
L.C.C. in 1912, Mr. Stanley Pinfold 
A.R.I.B.A., the housing architect in the 
L.C.C. housing and valuation depart 
ment, will retire on January 6, 1954, at 
the age of 65. 


CHANGE OF 


Messrs. Max Lock and Associates 
would like to point out that the change 
of address notified last month applies 
only to the Bedford office: their Lon 
don address remains 7, Victoria Square 


S.W.1 


ADDRESS 


COMING EVENTS 


The Institute of Fuel 

December 22nd at 5.30 p.m. Lecture 
on the Festival Hall Heat Pump at the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers, 
Storey’s Gate, S.W.1. 


D mber 1953 


Further Freedom for Private 
House Builders : Mumnister’s 
Guidance to Local Authorities 


Following the announcement by the 
Minister of Works in the House of 
Commons on November 30th that 
further freedom can now be given to 

ulders of private houses without 
detriment to local authorities’ pro- 

rammes, Mr Harold Macmillan, 
Minister of Housing and _ Local 
Government, has sent a circular to 
housing authorities giving details of the 

w arrangements, which come into 
orce on January Ist, 1954. 

As from that date the size of houses 

r which a licence will automatically 
be granted by a local authority will be 

ed from 1,000 sq ft to 1,500 sq ft. 
lders will be issued automatically 
th licences to build up to 50 houses 
not more than 1,500 sq ft at a time 

id of the present limit of 12 houses 
not more than 1,000 sq ft. 

Local authorities are told that appli- 

tions to build houses between 1,500 
ind 2,500 sq ft should be considered on 

ir merits, with due regard to the 

ality of the site, to any restrictive 
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covenants, and to the family or other 
special needs of the applicant. 

Any application for a licence to build 
a house larger than 2,500 sq ft or for 
a block licence for over 50 houses, will 
be submitted by the local authority to 
the Ministry’s Principal Regional 
Officer. 

Points which local authorities are 
asked to consider in issuing licences 
include : — 

(1) The use of scarce materials should 
not be permitted to a greater extent, 
size for size, than in the local 
authority’s own houses. 

2) There are circumstances in which 
it will be proper and desirable to issue 
a supplementary licence. The holder 
of the licence may be put to unavoid- 
able additional expenditure between 
the ume when the licence is issued and 
the completion of the house, e.g., there 
may be rises in the ruling rates of wages 
and materials or it may be found neces- 
sary or desirable to substitute more 
expensive materials or equipment dur- 
ing the building of the house. 

(3) Applicants for licences should be 
ready to start building within a reason- 
able period. 


O N D E N 





Re Russian 


To the Editor of A. & B. N. 
Sir.—The photographs of _ the 
Russian buildings, as published in your 
| ue, prove of considerable inter- 


Architecture 


iaSt 1 
t, as they again confirm the statement 
that has so often been made that their 
tandards of design are at least forty 
years behind those of this country. 

It is also amazing that so much time 
ind money can be wasted on these huge 
blocks of flats and public buildings by 
decking them out with bastard Classic 
details, pseudo Gothic spires and all 
the spurious trappings of a decadent 
ige, when the Russians themselves tell 
us in their own journals that they are 
triving night and day to provide hous- 
ing for the teeming millions who are 
forced to live one family in a room. 

These Russian hosts apparently 

tell” their visitors (who incidentally 
ire there for only a few days) that they 
erect many of these highly decorated 
structures in a matter of six to 
nine months (and part of this time is 
with temperatures down to twenty de- 
grees below zero). 

If this is so, then this amazing build- 
ing time could be further reduced and 
the standard of design considerably im- 
proved if the designs relied on simpli- 
city for effect. 

Among those who visited Russia in 
this party appears the name of F. R. S. 
Yorke who was one of the Assessors 
of the Sheffield University Competi- 
tion, the first place for which he gave 
to a scheme which had elevations that 
many think represents the quintessence 
of austerity, a “grid of glass and sticks 
of steelwork.” ‘ 


huge 


If this Assessor thinks so highly of 
plainness, would he kindly give your 
readers his opinion of the Russian 
buildings that he has so _ recently 
visited ? 

I am, etc., 
“ CrITICUS.” 
(name and address given) 


Storage Space 


To the Editor of A. & B.N. 

Sir,—I am grateful to Mrs. K. Smith 
for so lavishly increasing my laughter 
by her charmingly characteristic femi- 
nine reply to my letter. She is partially 
right in one of her assumptions; I am 
(for sufficient but irrelevant reasons) a 
bachelor, but, at 75 years of age and 
partly paralyzed, cannot accept her 
concluding advice. As to her main 
argument, who has denied the neces- 
sity of a boxroom, or of cupboards for 
essential needs? I have built some 200 
individual houses mostly of the 3-4 
bedroom class, and habitually provide 
separate cupboards for food storage, 
china, brooms, etc., as well as a box- 
room at bedroom level, usually by a 
rundown of the main roof over a porch 
or loggia. I do not sleep in a flat or 
live in my office, but have for 50 years 
occupied with an unmarried sister 
houses of my own design, in which 
even future “writers of memoirs” are 
provided for. 

As to lofts—the original subject of 
this correspondence—I have visited 
many and even contrived a few by re- 
quest, but have found little to upset my 
previously expressed opinion. “ Lofts” 
seem a female obsession! 

EDWIN GUNN. 





IN 
End of a Chapter 


Mr. Macmillan, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, announced on 
December 10 his decision to disband 
at the end of the year the regional 
housing production boards. He said 
that in view of the success attending 
the efforts of all concerned in the 
housing drive he did not feel justified 
in continuing to call on the time of 
members of the boards, which had 
been so freely and generously given 
since their appointment. They had 
done their task so thoroughly that he 
had been able to agree that they should 
be dissolved from December 31. He 
added a message of thanks—in which 
the Ministers of Works and Labour 
joined—to the chairmen and members 
of the boards for their great contribu- 
tion and the excellent way in which 
they had worked with the local 
authorities and the building industry. 


Ceiling Heights 

Mr. Mitchison asked the Minister 
of Housing ard Local Government 
when, and why, he reduced the mini- 
mum height of habitable rooms in 
Model By-law (Buildings) 77 from 
eight feet to seven feet six inches; in 
how many cases he had refused to 
approve by-laws requiring eight feet; 
and why he refused to allow local 
authorities to enforce within their own 
areas a standard higher in this respect 
than that now prescribed by the model 
by-laws. Mr. Macmillan replied that 
the minimum height of habitable 
rooms was first reduced to 7ft 6in in 
the model by-laws issued in Novem- 
ber, 1952, and it was so reduced for 
the reasons that since 1945 many local 
authorities had either amended or re- 
laxed their by-laws to permit the 
building of houses with rooms of that 
height, that such height was regarded 
as adequate on both hygienic and 
architectural grounds, and that it was 
recommended by the advisory com- 
mittee which assisted in the prepara- 
tion of the model. He had refused 
approval to a by-law requiring a 
greater height in about 100 cases, and 
in most of them the model had now 
been adopted. He thought it un- 
reasonable to enforce as a penal re- 
quirement a height greater than that 
which well-informed opinion regarded 
as adequate. (Dec. 8.) 

Mr. Osborne asked the Minister if, 
in view of his decision that all local 
by-laws must permit houses to be 
built with a minimum 7ft 6in ceiling 
height, he would give an undertaking 
that local authorities who wished to 
build up to 8ft would be granted the 
necessary. consent to borrow. Mr. 
Macmillan said he was satisfied—as 
was his predecessor—that a 7ft 6in 
ceiling height was adequate. Authorita- 
tive opinion was that it was in no way 
detrimental to health. It was generally 
welcomed by architects as giving 
better elevational proportions. Many 
local authorities had adopted this ceil- 
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ing height and had thereby saved 
building materials and costs, and so 
kept their rents down. He would ex- 
pect local authorities wanting to 
borrow to provide higher ceilings to 
show cause. 

From the general, Mr. Osborne 
asked in particular if the Minister was 
aware that the Cleethorpes Borough 
Council desired to maintain the 
highest possible standard for house 
building in their area; and if he would 
grant their request that the new local 
by-laws might require an 8ft mini- 
mum ceiling height instead of the 
7ft 6in proposed. Mr. Macmillan said 
he was aware of the fact; he would 
not grant the request. He was satisfied 
on the advice he had received that a 
minimum height of 7ft 6in was 
generally satisfactory, and he knew of 
no special conditions in Cleethorpes 
which made it unsatisfactory there 
(Dec. 8.) 


Prefabricated Fate 

Dr. Barnett Stross asked the 
Minister of Housing and_ Local 
Government what was his policy for 
the disposal of prefabricated houses 
when they had been occupied for 10 
years. Mr. Marples, the Parliamentary 
Secretary, pointed out that Clause 14 
of the Housing Repairs and Rents Bill 
dealt with those on open spaces. There 
was no statutory limit to the retention 
of the others. If any local authority 
wanted them removed, the Minister’s 
principal concern would be the 
housing needs of the area. (Dec. 8.) 


Bricks and Cement 


Mr. Gower questioned the Ministe: 
of Works about current production 
and stocks of bricks and cement, and 
asked if he considered them satisfac- 
tory. Sir David Eccles told him that 
the production of bricks was steadily 
increasing. Demand next year might 
be greater, but if recommended 
economies were followed the demand 
should be met. The supply position 
could not be judged by the size of 
stocks which, because of the double 
handling charges, were always low. 
He hoped, however, that there would 
be some improvement this winter. 
About cement, he said that the re- 
quirements of the building programme 
were in the main being met. Produc- 
tion would continue to increase, and 
would, he hoped, enable stocks to be 
improved. (Dec. 8.) 


Blitzed Cities’ Prospects 


Sir David Eccles, Minister of 
Works, told the House of Commons 
about the building prospects in blitzed 
cities under the new licensing arrange- 
ments announced on December 1. He 
said that under the new system alloca- 
tions were no longer necessary. Work 
would be licensed up to the capacity 
of the building industry in each area. 
On this basis, he expected to issue 
licences for the blitzed cities as a 


whole to approximately double the 
value of the 1953 total allocation 
Local authorities of blitzed cities were 
being advised to push forward negotia 
tions with prospective developers and 
to keep up to date the programme of 
work they would like to see put in 
hand. At Plymouth, about which Mr 
Foot had asked in particular, 362 
building workers were employed on 
reconstruction of the 

September Next year, i 
Minister, he was prepared to lic 
double the amount allocated last year, 
and if applications for this sum came 
forward the total would substantially 
exceed the level of 1951 Dy * 


School of 
Building Exhibition 


Hammersmith 


A brief survey of an exhibition at 
Lime Grove 


HEREAS within the field of 

human endeavour tu-day speciali 
zation is inevitable, Hammersmith 
School of Building and Arts and Crafts, 
caters for all the principal divergences 
connected with Building and Visual 
Arts, and has under one roof or 
administration departments which deal 
with Architecture, Building and Build 
ing Trades, Dress Design, Engineer 
ing, Interior design, Painting, Pottery 
Sculpture, Textile Design and so on 
Ihe School attempts to broaden the 
vision of its students by giving them an 
understanding of the material aims and 
problems of related technical trade 
and professions; thus, when __ the 
students leave school, they will be able 
to collaborate more 
professions and trades 
necessarily 


closely with the 
with whom they 
contact. Ham 
mersmith, although not the only schoo! 
in the country equipped for this broad 
field of study, is one of very few Th 

lt to find: the o1 


reason 1s not difficult 
required to produ ( 


ganization 
balanced curriculum or course of study 
acknowledging the departments which 
have an influence upon the work in 
hand, without throwing out of balance 
the study deemed necessary to become 
competent in the principal subject, is 
nothing less than vast. Indeed, Ham 
mersmith acknowledges that it i 
only at the beginning of its 
tion of study, but it has 
fidence that the road it 
right one and that it is 
upon it 

Edwin M. Rice, F.R.I.B.A., the prin 
cipal, is to be congratulated on the high 
level of the exhibition at Lime Grove 
It was rather less a display of students’ 
work than exhibition of the very school 
itself. ‘There were no star students 
covered with glory and featured in a 
position of advantage. Rather was it 
a level theme of fine design and crafts- 
manship and good spirit was exhibited 
everywhere. From the principal 
feature in the entrance hall, pure exhi- 


come into 


integra 
every on 
treads is the 
well started 





THE 


bitionist catch-your-eye, to the com- 
prehensive statement of the school’s 
scope in the first studio, through the 
various departments, studios, work- 
shops, corridors and even on the coal 
dump, there was always something to 
please the eye, to fascinate. 

In particular, the department of 
Architecture, although compact in its 
display, showed a high standard of 
design and presentation in both day 
and evening schools. It was a great 
relief to find a whole school of archi 
tecture carefully laid out in one studio 
Would that other schools followed this 
method; usually there are more draw 
ings than the average eye can stomach 

a suggestion, perhaps, that everyone 
must have something in. Here, as 
everywhere in this exhibition, the 
accent was on quality, not quantity 


West Yorkshire 


Annual 


Architects’ 
Dinner 


The annual dinner of the West 
Yorkshire Society of Architects was 
held at the Queens Hotel, Leeds, on 
December 11. Proposing the toast of 
the Royal Institute of British Archi 
tects, coupled with the Society, the 
Lord Mayor of Leeds (Ald. D. G 
Cowling) took the opportunity to 
criticize the illuminated Coronation 
fountain in front of Leeds Civic Hall 
He did not know whether it was de 
signed by an architect or not, but it 
was referred to as an “illuminated 
cascade.” After recalling a fountain he 
had seen in Lucerne many years ago, 
and which he thought the Leeds ver 
sion might have resembled, he said he 
was certain that, without 
architect, he could have designed 
something more fitting and mor 
worthy of the great city of Leeds. He 
believed that the next 50 years wer 
going to be a golden era for architects 
offering greater opportunities than ever 
before in the history of the architects’ 
profession. He suggested that archi 
tects designing new buildings for the 
centre of the city might consider build 
ing a suitable place in the city wher« 
helicopters could land. Responding to 
the toast, Mr. P. Garland Fairhurst 
V.P.R.I.B.A., referred to the tremen 
dous amount of work done by the 
Institute and appealed to the societic 
to give it their full support. The toast 
to the guests was proposed by Mr: 
Noel Pyman, F.R.I.B.A., who referred 
to the Hoffman Wood Trust who were 
soon to provide a part-time chair of 
architecture at Leeds University, and 
he hoped before long it would be 
possible to establish a full-time chair 
Sir Charles Morris, vice-chancellor of 
the University, said there had been 
hopes that it might be possible by 
arrangement with the City of Leeds to 
incorporate a school of architecture in 
the University. What the future held 
was not for him to guess, but he would 
say how very pleased everyone at the 
University was at the prospect of being 
able to establish a part-time chair 


being an 
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Master Plasterers’ 


London 
Dinner 


Over 400 members and_ guests 
attended the annual dinner of the Lon- 
don Master Plasterers’ Association, 
which was held in Grosvenor House. 
Among the guests were Mr. D. C. 
Abbott, Master of the Worshipful 
Company of Plasterers; Mr. F. Ashe 
Lincoln, Q.C.; Mr. Gerald Hill, Presi- 
dent of the L.M.B.A.; Mr. J. L. Phil- 
lips, President N.F.P.C., and Alderman 
H. D. Cowan, F.C.P.A., F.C.CS., the 
Hon. Auditor 

Proposing the toast of the London 
Master Plasterers’ Association, Mr. 
Gerald Hill said that the L.M.P.A. was 
a god-child of the L.M.B.A. Builders 
needed plasterers just as much as plas- 
terers needed builders. His fellow- 
builders might erect fine buildings but 
they were never really finished unul 
they had received the warmth and 
beauty that only a plasterer could give. 
Never had there been a greater need 
than there was to-day to develop citi- 
zenship and craftsmanship. 

In reply, the President of the 
L..M.P.A. said that they were proud 
to say that their own association was in 
its 54th year and was still going strong. 
We represent, said Mr. Pool, a craft 
that has existed from time immemorial. 
It is this long tradition that makes us 
o proud of our craft, and as the work 
of rebuilding London progresses, we 
trust that we shall be permitted an 
opportunity to adorn the builders’ 
structure as it was adorned in the past. 
For years the necessity for austerity 
has meant a restriction of the scope of 
the plasterer’s art, but it is desirable to 
widen it again lest our craftsmanship 
be lost for lack of work on which to 
apprentices. The present 
emphasis on houses and flats is natur- 
illy of vital importance to the nation, 
but it represents an uninteresting train- 
ing ground for plastering apprentices. 

In conjunction with the National 
Federation of Plastering Contractors 
we are doing all we can to encourage 
ipprentices; we have increased our 
output as an industry to enable the 
government to implement its housing 
programme, and we are very proud 
of the fact 


train our 


LAW REPORT 


Before Mr. Justice Lloyd-Jacob, in 
the Queen’s Bench Division, Sandown 
Hotels, Ltd., owners of the Sandring- 
ham Hotel, Sandown, Isle of Wight, 
sued Mr. Basil Llewellyn Phelps, a 
chartered surveyor and registered archi- 
tect, of High Street, Shanklin claiming 
for alleged negligence or 
breach of duty in connection with re- 
painting at their hotel. Mr. Phelps 
denied the allegations. 

The plaintiffs’ case was that, the 
Sandringham Hotel not having been 
repainted for about 10 years, the defen- 


dant was engaged to get out specifica- 


damages 


tions and supervise the work in 1948 
and 1949. The woodwork was re- 
painted, and plaintiffs alleged that to- 
wards the autumn of 1949 the paint was 
flaking off and the work proved to be 
“a disastrous failure.” They claimed 
that Mr. Phelps was negligent, in par- 
ticular in failing to specify that all old 
paint be burnt off, and that an oily base 
primer containing metal be applied be- 
fore the undercoat. They also alleged 
insufficient supervision. 

It was denied by Mr. Phelps that the 
work as originally done was unsatisfac- 
tory or useless, or that, if it were, it 
was due to any negligence or breach of 
duty on his part. He warned plaintiffs 
that the paint would not stay on as the 
wood was saturated with salt, but was 
ordered to get the work done at once. 

The paint and primer used were 
similar to those used on a local housing 
estate, and the specification was ade- 
quate as to the materials and prepara- 
tion of the work. There was proper 
supervision, and defendant visited the 
site almost every day. He took all 
possible care 

Giving judgment, Mr. Justice Lloyd- 
Jacob said the plaintiffs were now hav- 
ing the premises repainted, and they 
had had the benefit of such paint as 
had remained on the woodwork. There 
was no evidence of damage except that 
the cost of the present repainting had 
been increased because, owing to the 
unsatisfactory nature of the existing 
paint it was found necessary to burn off 
the whole of it, re-prime, and apply two 
undercoats and one finish coat. It was 
now agreed that the cost of that extra 
work would be £350, which, with scale 
fees of six per cent, gave a total of 
£371, if defendant was liable. 

As to liability his lordship said there 
was no lack of skill or care on the part 
of Mr. Phelps in drawing up the speci- 
fication. He (the judge) could not 
find that the only way to secure adhe- 
sion of the paint was by completely pre- 
paring the wood as for new work, and 
the specification was satisfactory in call- 
ing for a “good quality pink primer.” 

It would be wrong to attribute the 
failure of the work to the paint itself. 

His lordship said he did not 
accept Mr. Phelps’ statement that he 
warned plaintiffs that, because of the 
condition of the woodwork, they 
should not expect satisfactory results. 
He had no doubt that a competent 
examination of the woodwork, as pre- 
pared by the contractors’ workpeople, 
would have shown that, if new paint 
was applied to the surfaces not burned 
off, there was risk that the new paint 
would not adhere. 

The defendant, who had extensive 
experience of conditions at the seaside, 
should have given particular attention 
to the preparation of the woodwork 
before the paint was applied, and his 
lordship held that he had not suffi- 
ciently supervised the work. On that 
ground the plaintiffs were entitled to 
succeed and there would be judgment 
in their favour for £371, with costs 

A stay of execution was granted. 
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Cocktail Bar for the Grand Hotel, Birmingham 


> 


erepttec<cts 


DOUGLAS JONES, DENYS HINTON & H. L. GLOAG 


HIS bar, which adjoins the Entrance Hall of the Hotel, 


is intended for use in conjunction with a new wwn1.._.-4 


restaurant on the First Floor. 


Ceilings are in fibrous plaster on metal frames and ‘ a 
hangers (to conform to the licensing justices’ requirements ST 
for fireproofing). : 

The Bar itself is shaped and has a stone-coloured plastic 
top and a light beech edging. One arm containing the 
service area is screened below the counter level and has ‘ 


five grey leather “biscuits” mounted on the rosewood 

veneered front. ‘The free arm is open below counter levei. eco 
A brass footrail of special elliptical section runs the full 
length of the Bar. 

‘There are no doors to the Bar and it is screened by a 
collapsible grill in polished aluminium which folds into th 
ceiling. A sliding gate housed in the closed section of the 
Bar closes the space at the free end. 

The partition wall (which contains a sound-insulating 
quilt) is faced with {in-plate mirrors for the full height of 
10ft and has dress curtains of white Terylene. 

Facing the entrance to the Restaurant is a glazed screen 
with verticals in white beech and containing a service hatch 
for waiters. 











ind white; the other 
exit. That behind 
and the rest painted 
white and the main « 
specially designed 
nately vellow pattern 
Except for rosewood 
wood finishes are in lig 


stools are in yellow } 
The main walls are papered in two patterns. One fawn Tke 


main contractor 
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View from North-West 
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M. HARDSTAFF, A. f B.A er r A tant Arch 


HIS is the first entirely new Social Hall to be com- 

pleted in any of the New Towns. It took one year 

to build, at a cost of about £20,000 including furnishings 

It completes the Neighbourhood Centre at Adeyfield 
illustrated in the accompanying block plan 

Lord Reith, the late Chairman of the Hemel Hemp- 

stead i the building 


on Saturday, October 31 


Development Corporation 


open 


Planning 


For reasons of structural economy the building has 


been designed on a simple “ trabeated”’ principle, the 


** posts ’’ being brick and the “‘ beams ”’ either reinforced 


concrete on the high level portion or M.S. channels on 


the low level portions. The room heights are 15ft 6in 


for the main hall and 8ft 3in for the ancillary room 
The hall is to be used for many different types 
full-scale dance { 


social functions 


classes, banquets, musical recitals, publi 
and small committee meetings, and 
These different usages imposed prob! planning 


which have been answered by placing room 
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Doctor’s entrance to Health Suite 


Service entrance to Kitchen 
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Adeyfield Hall, 
Hemel Hempstead, New Town 


contiguous to the foyer 
be gained to any singk 
occupants of another 
The refreshment room and larg 
in turn been placed adjacent to th 
that they can be used as 
Most of the counters as | 
have been designed on wheel 
can be made Should full stage 
requirements be needed at a later dat 
extended to the South and the library 
Storage space is provided in a 20ft 
under the floor of the main hall 
The Doctor’s suite is used sol 
Health Service and can be entirely 
remainder of the hall when not in u 


Materials 

The waus are built in either 
Hornton (Limestone) random 
infilling is in either random flints o1 
The dance floor is of 2}in strip Japan 
remaining floors either cork, plastic til 
or quarry tiles. The pitched roof is o 
roofs of three layers of 3-ply bituminou 


Heating and Lighting 


The heating, hot water, lighting and cooking 
electric. The heating is provided by thermostat 
controlled low-level convectors recessed into th 
and by high-level tubular heaters placed on the 
cills to prevent cold downdraughts from the glass rea 
the occupants of the rooms. The lighting is contr 
from the ticket office with a subsidiary control near 
band platform for the purposes of dimming the Li 
and coloured lighting units in the main hall. The cookins 
for the buffet is done on two small units in the kit 
and hot drinks are provided by a buffet s« 


t 
Emergency lighting is installed in all room 


incorporated in the general lighting scheme to mak 
as inconspicuous as possible. It is served by batt 
stored in the basement and fed by a trickle 
connected to the main supply 

The exit signs over the main emergency door 
that property of Perspex of bending light ray 
they follow within the sheet. The Perspex i 
90 deg and has incised in it letters painted green 
pick up the light rays. This does away with the n 
of displaying the actual light source 


Aesthetics 
The building has a light and airy app: 
and views can be obtained throug! 
of the building from Longlands to the open neig! 
hood centre beyond or conversely the neighbourho 
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Adeyfield Hall 


centre to the flats in Longlands. The barge boards are 


tapered from the apex to the eaves and the soffits are 


sloped to follow the roof—a detail used on both the 


flats and single persons’ dwellings which stand in close 


roximity to this Hall. The flints appear elsewhere on 
Pp P} 


various buildings and screen walls Phi wall is 


a completely new material to this neighbourhood, its 


tone 
solidarity emphasizing the main entrance to both the 
hall 


crate con- 


neighbourhood centre and the 
itself, rhe 1 to 3 


crete blocks which appear under the low 


entrance to the 
cement-coarse sand) egg 


vel windows 


are intended to satisfy a need for a deeply textured 
material at these points. 

The height of the main pitched roof is such that 
standing on the pavement outside the shops to the 
east of the Neighbourhood Centre, the ridge appears at 


exactly the same level as the coping of the flats in the 
background. The pitch of the main roof is reiterated on 
plan in the shape of the north wall and the pitches of the 
two copper roofs are integrated in that they meet at a 
point which is the extremity of the committee-room 
roof as can be observed on the elevations. 
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Adeyfield Hall 
Hemel Hempstead 


New Town 





Cloakroom entrances in the Foyer The ver- 
tical soft-wood boarding is painted. The 
plant racks are in mahogany, french polished 


The main entrance lobby. The ticket counter 
is faced with vertical weathered sycamore 
boarding. The floor is finished in grey 
coloured plastic tiles. Open joists are painted 
broken white with plastered soffits between— 
Ming yellow. The ends of the joists on the 
Foyer side are carried on wrought iron 


brackets. 


On the facing page, a view of the main hall 
with maple strip flooring prepared for danc- 
ing. Above the entrance doors is a spotlight 
platform faced with tongued and grooved 
boarding. Fabrics are of contemporary mat- 
erial and predominantly of a wine colour 


recessed light fittings 
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Detail of the main exit door to hall showing treatment of the fire hose. 
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Steel 


SIR ALFRED SHE 


ESIGN, development and produc- 
tion of standard tubular steel 
structures were pioneered in_ this 
country and are a completely new form 
of export, unknown before the wal 
Although the possibilities of tubular 
steel construction were recognized long 
ago—the Forth and Menai Bridges are 
outstanding examples—it has only be- 
come a practical and economic propo- 
sition through recent welding tech 
niques, and it was only this year that 
British Standards have been published 
putting the official seal of recognition 
on tubular steel construction 
Already in four years the Arcon 
Group of firms, of which Stewarts and 
Lloyds are founder members, have ex 
ported pre-fabricated structures to th 
value of more than £4,000,000 to 72 
These buildings—all 


countries 


, 17 Dex 


Tubing Used 


NNAWN 


ember 1953 


for a 


TUBEWRIGHTS 


& PARTNERS. 


tubular steel frames—have been used 
not only for housing but for factories, 
churches, hospitals, schools, and indus- 
trial buildings of all kinds. 

An all-welded tubular steel frame 
factory—believed to be the first to be 
wholly fabricated on the site and the 
econd largest to be all-welded—is 
nearing completion at Kirby, near 
Liverpool, for Tubewrights, Ltd., a 
ubsidiary of Stewarts & Lloyds, Ltd. 

Che factory, which will turn out 
tubular steel structures for a wide 
variety of purposes at home and abroad, 
ncluding tubular steel roof-trusses, 
ridge jibs, gantries, transmission 

wers, cable drums, gates, fencing, and 
other equipment for materials handl- 

igricultural, mining and quarrying 
is itself a demonstration 


use of welded tubular steel for 


mat 


NEW 


Consultant 


Factory Structure 


FACTORY, KIRBY 


Engineer: T. BEDFORD 


construction purposes. Tubes for its 
construction were delivered to the site 
in approximate lengths and were 
shaped, welded and erected by the 
firm’s own men. All joints are welded, 
the only bolts being those for anchor- 
ing the columns to the foundations. 

From the delivery of the components 
to the site, the welding and erection of 
the steel frame, covering 141,000 sq ft 
and using 415 tons of steel, took 30 
men four and a half months. Six 
men were employed on preparation of 
material, 10 on fabrication and the rest 
onerection. After assembly on the site 
the girders, weighing 64 tons each, 
were placed in position by mobile 
cranes in an average time of seven 
minutes. 

The floor area required for the main 
production shop was approximately 


LONG SECTION 


SCALE 96 ft 
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t expanded metal boxes 


Above: Typical eighth scale detail through 
column and truss. Below: Side Wall Detail. 
Right, top: A view of the roof interior. 
Centre: A column during construction; note 
the half-round shelf in position to support 
the next prefabricated lateral beam in 
position before welding. This procedure 
was responsible for a great saving of time 
during erection. Bottom: Column head 
during prefabrication on the site. 
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SHOPS AND HOUSING, SEDGLEY, STAKFFORDSUIRE 
Archite LAVENDER, TWENTYMAN AND PERCY 


SHOPS AND MAISONNETTES, 
LOWER GORNAL, 
FOR SEDGLEY U.D.C. 


B JILT to serve the needs of anew 
housing area, accommodation 
is provided for six shops facing south 
on to a main road with an acces 


road at the rear to serve for delivé 


ot goods Owing to the steepl 
loping ground the rear yards of th 
were sunk below road lev 
was therefore po sible t 
enter the six maisonnettes above trom 
this side with a short flight of external 
Steps to each house 


Ihe planning of the top floor of th« 





maisonnettes with only bathrooms and 
taircases on the north side made a 
low eaves possible, and a “‘ one-way 


pitched roof was quite economical 





rhe roof is constructed of wood 
wool slabs on timber joists covered 
with green mineral felt. 

Ihe ground floor has steel stan 
chions and beams and a pre-cast Fee 06066 fence Beate 
concrete floor over with llin. cavity 
weight carrying brickwork above 
The upper floor is timber 

External finishes are facing brick 
work with metal windows in cast 


stone surrounds 





Ihe ground floor colonnade has it 
stanchion clad in cast stone and 
glazed tiles Ihe shops fronts have 

ded hardwood fascias and bron 
fram The circular metal di 
high up on the south side con 


ventilators to the top floor room 
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Shops and Housing, Sedgley, Staffordshire 


From South-West 
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GROUND FLOOR 


SIXTEEN FE aTS, GIBBONS 
FOR SEDGLEY U.0.C. 


DIFFICULT steeply sloping site made possible a 
A part three-storey, part two-storey building. 

The flats are intended for elderly people requiring 
only a single bedroom and one living room, but where 
the building is three-storey, the top floor is for young 
couples without children. 

Three common entrance halls and staircases serve 
all flats. 

Construction is llin. cavity brickwork with timber 
upper floors and roof covered with dark brown concrete 


pantiles. Windows are standard metal in 
surrounds. 


mber 1953 


External walls are finished in a coffee coloured 


rendering. 


General Contra 
Bricks 

Ironmongery 

Metal Wind 

Iron Railir 

Stonewor! 

Rendering 

Roofing Tiles 
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SIXTEEN FLATS, ETTYMORE ROAD 


throwgh stew 


CCOMMODATION is provided for elderly people Genera! Contractors: Asphalte & Public Works Ltd. 
at the edge of a new housing estate adjacent to an 
ae . sl -) - . TI “re is o fi _ — Bricks Aldridge Brick & Tile Company 
existing shopping centre. lere iS a magnificent view 
. ~~ - ; @ hillcide 
to the west across a steeply falling hillside . lta Lockerbie & Wilkinson 
Staircases are shared between each pair of first floor 
Rendering Tyrolean rendering 


flats, but the ground floor flats are all entered indepen- 


dently. 
Construction is entirely traditional with walls of facing windows J. Thompson Beacon Windows Ltd 


Roman tiles Colthurst Symons Ltd. 


brickwork or sprayed rendering. Roof is of Roman tiles.  ¢.,.or4 me 
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View looking up the steps linking the girls’ play area with the boys’ 
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Beyond 


can be seen the caretaker’s flat above the changing rooms for the gymnasium 
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HIS infants school was 
completed in early 1950 
and is situated in a park in the 
North-West of Geneva. There 
are many beautiful specimen 
trees, mainly oaks and cedars, 
in the park and the arrange 
ment of the blocks f the 
building was to some extent 
governed by these 
selected slopes quite 
from West to East It 5 
decided that the boys’ and girls’ 
classrooms should be separate 
Dut otherwise dining ' ms 
library, le Cul 
should be sha 
advantage of SIOF 4 
the building nas peen 
planned that the ground 
of the boys two-storey 
room block is level witt 
first floor the girls 
communal r ms wh 
ilso used in the evenings form 
a link between the two : Theres 
are eight classrooms for 
boys and girls and « 
designed for 25 pupils 


Z 





Above: A detail of the decorative sun- 

dial on the wall of the caretaker’s flat 

This was designed and executed by 

Albert Chavaz. The signs of the Zodiac 
are coloured mosaic. 


Top, R.: The side elevation of the Gym- 
nasium; the covered way linking it to 
the main school can be seen on the 
extreme left of the photograph. The 
roof is covered with dark brown pan- 
tiles, walls are white stucco, windows 
are double glazed armourplate glass, 
in hardwood frames. 


Middle, R.: The boys’ entrance and 
covered way. The larger windows on 
the right of the picture are to the lecture 
room. This room has tiered seats and is 
used for showing films and lantern slides. 


ROLAND ROHN 


entrance halls and classroom 
corridors are extremely 
spacious and the wide stair- 
cases are beautifully detailed. 
The gymnasium block is con- 
nected to the main building by 
a covered way, open to the 
South-East and protected to 
the North-West by a glazed 
screen. The gym has double 
glazed armourplate windows 
each side carried down to a 
few feet from the floor. This 
gives a very light and airy 
feeling and we were told that 
so far there had not been any 
breakages of windows. At the 
end of the gym is a room, some 
20ft square, with a sand pit as 
the floor. Above it are 
suspended all manner of cross- 
bars, etc., for jumping and 
vaulting. When not required, 
a sliding metal screen can be 
lowered. Above the changing 
rooms to the gym is the 
caretaker’s flat. 


NORMAN WESTWOOD 


Bottom, R.: View from the girls’ play 

area showing the entrance and the 

communal block linking the boys’ and 
girls’. 


nber 1953 
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Details of the staircase in the girls’ entrance hall. 


The mural painting is by Albert Chavaz. 


TREMBL EY PARK SCHOOL, GENEVA 


Below, L: View in the boys’ entrance hall showing thespacious stair and corridor 


leading to their classrooms. The floor is paved with terra cotta red tiles, the 
treads and risers are granite, the balustrade is wrought iron and drawn aluminium 


with a hardwood handrail. Note the way in which the thickness of the floor slab 
has been reduced around the well. 


Below, R: Acharming little fountain in the boys’ play area. The bowl is marble and 
the bronze penguins are by Willy Vuilleumier. 
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Top, L: A typical external door handle consisting of an anodized aluminium core 
faced each side with polished hardwood. 


Bottom, L: Detail of anodized aluminium umbrella rack in corridor. 


Top, R: One of the seats in the covered way. The supports are granite left with a 
rough face. The varnished oak slatted seat is supported on galvanized iron 
cross-bearers. 





Bottom R: Owing to the natural slope of the ground some parts of the play 
area had to be considerably raised. In order to preserve the trees, pits were left 
around them and covered with special gratings. Note the use of random paving 
to form a pleasant link between the grating and the playground. 


Photographs by Norman Westwood. 
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Some Problems 


Plastering and R 


BY E. L 


The author, who has lectured on this subject in the 
Research Officer, George Wimpey & Co. Ltd. 


HERE would still appear to be a tendency on the part 
of those responsible for drawing up specifications to 
dismiss both rendering and plastering in general terms, 
without thought of the backgrounds which are to be covered 
and without some knowledge of local materials and practices. 
Yet these considerations are of importance in avoiding cer- 
tain of the troubles experienced, such as crazing, hollow- 
ness, shelling of finishes from backgrounds, softness, etc. 
Architects frequently appear to expect renderings to re- 
sist conditions for which they are not suitable, as for 
example in covering garden walls constructed in common 
bricks. Many bricks contain the soluble sulphates, such 
as Epsom or Glauber Salts, which react with cement under 
damp conditions and produce calcium-sulpho-aluminate. 
This occupies a larger volume than the original, is soft and 
powdery, and results in crazing, breakdown and falling 
away of the rendering. For such conditions of exposure 
it would be wiser to try to avoid bricks known to contain 
sulphates, to prevent the entry of water by properly placed 
D.P.C.s and flashings, or better still to use facing bricks 
and no renderings. A rendering, however dense, will not 
provide a permanent D.P.C. for exposed horizontal surfaces. 
Figure 1 shows a corner of a street, typical of many, where 
most visible surfaces have been rendered. Some of these 
surfaces have top protection for the rendering, but the 
boundary wall shows the effects of salt and frost action 
arising from reliance on the weatherproof properties of 
the rendering at the top and the lack of D.P.C. at the 
bottom. 


Rendering and Plastering Materials 

Some knowledge of the properties of the rendering and 
plastering materials and of their mixtures is very necessary 
in drawing up specifications. The Ministry of Works, in 
their series of Advisory Leaflets, the Building Research 
Station in certain of the National Building Studies, and the 
British Standard Codes of Practice have done much to clear 
the confusion of thought which has existed and which may 
be said still to exist, regarding these properties. 

The materials in use are lime, cement and sand exter- 
nally, together with “hardwall” or gypsum plasters for 
internal use only, and they are mostly covered by the 
appropriate British Standards. 


Limes 

Lime may be regarded as the traditional material for 
this country, and its properties will vary according to the 
locality from which the limestone for burning is obtained. 
Quicklimes from the almost pure calcium carbonate lime- 
stones found in Derbyshire and the southern counties need 
only simply slaking and a sufficient soaking time for use. 
Hydrated limes from these same sources can be used 
directly from the bag, although it is preferable to soak them 
at least overnight. 

When, however, a limestone is not pure calcium carbonate 
special care in slaking is required. Greystone, for example, 
containing clayey material, or Dolomite found in areas 
roughly from Durham to the Midlands, give rise to 
hydraulic limes or magnesian limes respectively, and these 
both require their own special treatment. 

Figure 2 depicts a panel illustrating the defect of “ pop- 
ping” and “ pitting” arising from unsoundness in lime. 

The lime had been supplied as hydrated lime and 
theoretically could have been used directly from the bag. 
Generally in testing such materials unsoundness is shown 
in the failure to meet the fineness requirements of B.S.S. 
890, but this material passed these tests satisfactorily. The 
British Standard test by steaming for detecting unsound- 
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Fig. |. Rendering applied to various surfaces. 


Fig. 2, Small portion of I2in x i2in square panel, showing 
‘* popping ’’ and “* pitting.’’ 


ness would not appear infallible. More consistent results 
have been obtained by preparing panels 12in x 12in square 
as illustrated, placing four together face inward in the form 
of a box and steaming for some hours (Figure 3 Ihe 
panels are dried out overnight by heating and the cycle 
of steaming and drying repeated several times if necessary 

Pure limes stiffen merely by drying out and hydrauli 
limes show the property of setting under water and achieve 
a fairly high strength. Time has a hardening effect on lime 
plaster due to the conversion back to calcium carbonate 
by the slow reaction with atmospheric carbon dioxide. The 
simple chemistry of the process has been illustrated in 
chart form in the British Standard Code of Practice, “ In- 
ternal Plastering” C.P.211 (1949 Hydraulic lime 
widely used as “Roman Cement” together with sand for 
the stucco fronts popular from the Regency period to the 
early years of the century, and most of our bigger towns 
have examples of this work, but it should be noted that 
usually preservation has been assisted by continuous paint 


were 
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WINDOWS PLUS 
strong, bronze fittings 
simplicity in design and 
first-class manufacture 


hot-dip galvanized finish &F 


HOPE Quality 


HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD. 


SMETHWICK, BIRMINGHAM & 17 BERNERS STREET, LONDON, W.1 
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ar: E\, Consult the Technical Sales and Service Department of Pilkington Brothers Limited at St. Helens, lwyn House 
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CUA «(Cleveland Row, St. James’s, London, S.W.1. Telephones: St. Helens 4001, Whitehall 5672-6. Supplies are available through the 
ai usual trade channels. ** ARMOURPLATE "’ is the registered trade mark of Pilkington Brothers Limited 
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ing. A recent Digest from the Building Research Station 
No. 46, September, 1952) summarizes the properties 
of limes and the slaking processes far more adequately than 
is intended here, and reference might also be made to an 
earlier one of the same series No. 26 (January, 1951) “ Blow 
ing, Popping, or Pitting of Internal Plaster.” 
Cement 

Portland cement, the more recent material, is a controlled 
product of burning limestone and clay, sets under water, 
and achieves a high strength. To say more here would 
be valueless as there are many publications describing the 
manufacture and properties of this material 
Sands 


Although it can be said that external renderings are 
composed generally of lime, cement and sand, it would be 
very unwise to dismiss the latter so cursorily, as it can so 
often be the cause of trouble arising after application. Being 
relatively cheap and not economical to transport over long 
distances, its quality is only too often ignored. The com- 
ment that such-and-such a building sand is the best obtain- 
able locally and has been used with success by generations 
of plasterers is frequent. Often it proves to be extremely 
fine and dirty, and its popularity arises from the workability 
given it by the clay, and its consequent cheapness in that 
less cement or lime need be added. There are British Stan- 
dards for sands, and a nest of sieves will assist in rejecting 
the more unsuitable ones, but it must be noted that there 
is a distinction between rendering and plastering sands. 
The table shows the grading of these sands, and the finer 
ones specified as plastering sands are best retained only for 
lime and gypsum plaster mixes. Where one of the chief 
constituents is Portland cement, the rendering sand speci- 
fication is preferable both for internal and external work. 

BRITISH STANDARD SAND GRADINGS 


Reproduced from B.S. 882, 1198, 1199, |200 and /201 
by permission of the British Scandards Institution 
. B.S. 1198 Plastering B 
Percentage — 
Passing 
B.S. Sieve 


1944) 


1199 Rendering 


Undercoats Finishing 


ass A Class B 
lass A Class B Class A 

100 100 
98-100 100 90-100 100 
80-100 95-100 -10€ 70-100 
30-95 40-85 
5-65 ’ 65 5-50 
0-15 0-10 


Fig 3. Panels on steamer. 


Gypsum Plasters 


For internal plastering there is an additional material, 
hardwall or gypsum plaster. The term “hardwall” is not 
encouraged in the gypsum industry, and it can be a mis- 
nomer in that obviously sand: cement or even sand : lime, 
plaster gauged, mixes can give as hard a surface as gypsum 
plasters. 

Gypsum, the basic material, when heated, loses water, 
and if the heating temperature is limited, about one quarter 
of the water is retained. The product at this stage, plaster 
of Paris, Class A, gives a fast set when mixed with water 
and commercially the plasters known as retarded hemi- 
hydrate plasters, Class B, contain a retarder designed to 
reduce this speed of set to a workable one. These retarders 
prolong the time before setting commences, but once it 
occurs it is still rapid. If gypsum is heated more strongly, 
the whole of the water in its composition is lost and 
anhydrous gypsum obtained. This material sets too slowly 
for convenience and accelerators, usually salts such as alum, 
are added. The accelerated anhydrous gypsum plasters 
Class C and D set progressively, and more time is avail- 
able for obtaining a polished finish. Finally, there is a 
naturally occurring material, anhydrite, which ground and 
accelerated produces gypsum plaster Class E. A chart 
illustrating the composition of gypsum plasters is shown on 
page 58 of the British Standard Code of Practice for 
Internal Plastering, C.P. 211(1949). It is now general prac- 
tice for plaster bags to be marked with the Class Letter, 
and a list of proprietary. names and their classes is given 
in Ministry of Works Advisory Leaflet No. 2, “ Plasters 
used in Building.” 
Specification 

In criticizing the drawing up of specifications, one also 
wonders whether anyone reads the original after the first 
pricing. For example, in one instance when checking on 
the mix proportions specified as 1: 1:6 by volume cement : 
lime : sand, mixing and spreading were found to be happily 
proceeding with one bag of cement, say nine shovels to 
the bag, 11 shovels of sand with an odd shovel of lime. 
This, admittedly, is unusual, and it is much more likely that 
mixes used are weaker than specified. Cement is an expen- 
sive item ! 

It is not always appreciated that the volume of sand can 
change appreciably with the amount of water present. For 
example, some sands show between a quarter and a third 
volume increase over the dry volume for a 7-10 per cent 
increase in moisture content, and this is allowed for in 
designing volume-batched concrete mixes. No account of 
this fact is taken in site rendering or plastering mixes, and 
there is much to recommend weigh-batching to ensure 
regularity of mixing. In the absence at present of simple 
means to that end on small jobs, the use of mixes already 
prepared in factories has much to commend it, provided 
that clear statements of proportions are given by these 
suppliers. 

Care has to be taken in clearness of specification in some 
parts of the British Isles. For example, in Scotland a 
1:1:6 by volume cement : lime :sand mix is likely to be 
interpreted on the site as one bag of cement, one bag of 
lime, and six barrows of sand. Admittedly a bag of cement 
may be a level filling for some barrows, but striking off the 
sand surface is unusual. Sometimes the size of mixing 
batches is horrifying. The author came across one mix 
being prepared with 3 cwt of cement, one bag of lime, and 
nine barrows of sand. This was turned by hand by two 
labourers and was being applied by one spreader on to 
the gable wall of a block of flats. The area being covered 
was roughly 700 sq ft, and when all was applied, dashing 
with pebbles started. There was little wonder that the 
plasterer liked a good clayey sand to keep the mix “ open” 
for all-day application, or for that matter that the whole 
showed crazing on the following day. Needless to say, it 
is not advisable to make up large batches of any of the 
materials of rendering or plastering. Retempering, too, of 
partially set material only results in weakening the mix. 


Application Techniques 


In this country external renderings based on Portland 
cement and sand, usually of the order of 1:3 by volume, 


in Practice 
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applied and finished with a steel float, had been so subject 
to crazing and cracking that a few years before the last 
World War, Mr. F. L. Brady, who was then an officer of 
the Building Research Station, made, with Mr. L. F. 
Denaro, a survey of the technique of application of external 
renderings as practised on the Continent. Their findings 
were embodied in a Building Research Station Bulletin 
issued by the Stationery Office, and may be very briefly 
summarized as showing a variation from the existing British 
practice in the greater use of lime with cement in external 
work, the use of throwing techniques, the avoidance of 
smooth finishes, the use of crushed stone sands and greater 
care in designing and making flashings. Following adoption 
of some of these recommendations, mixes of the order of 
one part cement, one part lime and six parts of sand by 
volume are now more widely specified and used for externa! 
and internal work. 

It must be said that there appears to be more chance 
of success since mixes containing lime have been adopted, 
but complete immunity from trouble is still not certain. 
Again, in some parts of the country plasterers appear to be 
taught never to mix cement and lime together. To them 
it is difficult to explain the reduction of the incidence of 
crazing. Both cement and lime mixes shrink on drying, and 
drying shrinkage can cause crazing. Perhaps the lime 
makes the material more flexible in its early drying and 
probably provides a better overall adhesion. In any case, 
the lime addition does mean a more absorbent surface, so 
that rain does not run down and into cracks to be trapped 
by the impervious surface of a strong cement : sand render- 
ing. Also, as the water is held near the surface drying can 
occur more rapidly after rain. 


Machine Application 


Following the war, much use has been made of machine- 
thrown or gun-applied materials as decorative finishes. The 
point must be stressed that one or two applications of these 
materials can only be described as primarily decorative. 
To provide the full protection of a “laid on” coat a 
number of applications to build up an appreciable thickness 
are required. Unfortunately, these finishes have been 


applied too frequently in industrial areas and during bad 
weather, with the result that their appearance has suffered. 
Dirt retention is high on the rough surface, and application 


during damp weather has resulted in “blooming.” The 
latter effect can be due to the solubility of lime, either from 
the background or from the finish, which is deposited on 
the surface as the carbonate or calcite. The only solution 
to that problem is to try and apply these finishes under 
reasonable weather conditions. Another fault in application 
often seen is the tendency to apply a coat too heavily, with 
running together of the material. The spattering of the 
surface to achieve the desirable open regularity can be con- 
trolled with care by the operative in continually adjusting 
his distance from the wall face. 

One of the most useful applications of Brady’s observa- 
tions has been the “spatterdash” treatment to provide a 
key for subsequent rendering coats. Where a number of 
different backgrounds are adjacent to one another, and 
particularly where smooth concrete occurs amongst them, 
a dash of coarse sand and cement in the proportions of 1 : 2 
to 1:3 by volume provides good adhesion for later coats. 
It is very necessary to dampen the surface before this 
application, and a further dashing of water on the following 
day will prevent softness. 

When throwing from a trowel has proved a little difficult 
to master by a plasterer, reasonably successful results have 
been achieved using the Tyrolean-type machine or a brush. 


Scraped Finishes 


Architecturally the appearance of scraped finishes is pre- 
ferable to the patchiness produced by floating to a smooth 
surfece. At present the best results are obtained by ready- 
bagyed mixes which are consistent in proportioning and 
therefore materially assist the plasterer in avoiding the 
difficulties of accurate site proportioning and irregularities 
in colour. There is still no absolute guarantee that such 
finishes will not craze, but the removal of the dense cement 
surface does help to minimize the risk. 
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Fig. 4. Failure of strong finish on weak backing affected by frost. 


Modification of Specifications 


A difficult point is the degree to which it is safe 
lime in external work. Brady noted a case of a mix of 
1:10:33 by volume cement :lime:sand in Hamburg, but 
there has been adverse comment on the use of 1:2:9 by 
volume cement : lime : sand mixes, particularly in exposed 
positions in the North. Figure 4 shows a breakdown of 
such a mix as a backing coat to a machine-thrown finish 
It is not clear that such a backing would have successfully 
withstood the conditions of exposure alone when not 
covered by the less permeable finish, but it would generall\ 
be advisable to avoid increasing beyond the previously 
mentioned | : 1:6 proportions 

Generally, when the quality of sands is doubtful, it is not 
practicable to be too rigid in proportioning. A harsh sand 
may need a slight decrease in quantity and a 1: 1:5 by 
volume cement: lime: sand mix would be easily 
applied. Similarly, a soft, loamy sand would be better used 
in slightly bigger proportion, say, 1: 1: 7, as above, to offset 
the greater crazing and shrinkage risk due to the quantity 
of finer materials 


to includ 


most 


Waterproofers and Wetting Agents 


The value of waterproofers in rendering mixes still appears 
uncertain, and it cannot be taken that there is no value at all 
in such additions, as is so often said when considering good 
quality concrete mixes. For one thing, although a good wet 
ting-down of the backing in strong drying weather is the 
best means to ensure adhesion of a finish coat, it is possible 
to go too far or to follow up too soon, and get slipping, 
especially if the base has little suction. The use of water 
proof cement or addition of waterproofer, a more awkward 
matter for control, can sometimes assist in reducing an exces- 
sive suction to reasonable proportions. 

The use of wetting agents to assist in plasticizing mixes 
or even in elimination of the lime content is appearing 

Experimental work is at present being conducted by the 
Building Research Station on the possibilities of such addi 
tions. In fact, when wetting agents are added, it is possible 
to apply mixes as lean as one part cement to six-nine parts 
harsh sand by volume. Care must still be exercised in 
adopting the idea, as obviously mixes composed of one part 
cement to eight parts sand will have low strengths. With 
these mixes the additional increase in strength with age pro 
duced by carbonation of the lime could not occur, and the 
weatherproofing properties are as yet not defined 


Internal Plastering 


Failures.—Large-scale crazing internally usually follows 
from: unsuitable mixes and poor sand gradings. The finer 
skin-deep map crazing seen mostly on gypsum plasters or on 
plaster-gauged lime mixes, fortunately easily obscured by 
decoration, often results from over-trowelling too late after 
application or, by its more frequent occurrence on window 
reveals or near doorways, when drying conditions are ‘too 
acute. There is always a risk of obscuring the actual set of 
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CRITTALL 
WINDOWS 











pressed steel 
products 


now that steel rationing has ended, 
are readily available again—with hot-dip galvanized finish. Crittall 
pressed steel products include door frames, partitions, 


lavatory cubicles, sills and sub-frames. 





THE CRITTALL MANUFACTURING CO. LTD., BRAINTREE 
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A COMPLETE HOT WATER SYSTEM 


IN ONE TANK 








THE ROLYAT TANK CO-LTO - 
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nd specificat 


Be! ROLYAT=HOT WATER 


TANKS 


CROMWELL ROAD- YOR? 





ACHIEVEMENT GIVES 


~ NEW, LONG-LASTING, LUSTROUS GLOSS 


The finish that mirrors a triumph of science 


Because it is based on styrenated alkyds, the new 
Mirrosa combines the best qualities of both styrenated 
finishes and alkyd finishes. Hence its superb advan- 
tages: longer gloss retention than with any other type 
of enamel — highest resistance to weather and tem- 
perature variance —less absorption of humidity 

longer wet edge, ensuring easier application—better 


SIR W. A. ROSE & CO. LTD., DEPT. G7, SHEPHERDS LANE, LONDON, E.9 - 


opacity and flow in the undercoating— better results 
in the finished job. 
Mirrosa is now obtainable in a new range of 48 


beautiful colours. Normally one application of 


undercoat and one of finishing provide a perfect job 


Send for colour card and leaflet telling you more ry 


of this latest Rose Laboratories achievement— a 
the new wonder finish. / 


Telephone: AMHerst 3163 and 4102 
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gauging plaster when large areas are laid on and final trowel- 
ling is delayed. 


Crazing followed by shelling of the finish coat is not un- 
common, and can be the result of applying finishes too 
strong for the background. In some cases the high suction 
of the weaker backgrounds, and not only lack of strength, 
can cause trouble. For example, a heavy coating of 1: 2:9 
cement: lime: sand on expanded metal, followed by a skim 
coat of a Class C plaster, is inadvisable. The high suction 
of such a backing results in loss of water, leaving insufficient 
for hydration of the skim and, as mentioned earlier, such 
plasters set slowly. Subsequent decoration and condensa- 
tion during occupation supply water which recommences 
the setting, and the phenomenon of delayed expansion can 
occur, with resultant cracking, hollowness and shelling of 
the plaster coat. For this kind of work, in view of the need 
for early strength, particularly if such construction is over- 
head, it is probably advisable to use Class B plaster sand 
backings and finish with the same mix or neat Class B 
plaster 


Incidentally, this is also probably the safest type of speci- 
fication where local sands are of poor rendering quality and 
where it may be necessary to cover a number of different 
internal materials. Offsetting the cost are the advantages of 
small risk of loss of adhesion, and the finishing coat can 
follow on once the backing has set and has not dried out. 


With such plasters there have been reports of serious 
corrosion of expanded metal. Fig. 6 rust staining 
through neat gypsum plaster and the decreased risk obtained 
with a small lime addition 


shows 


Concrete Surfaces.—Concrete faces internally can cause 
difficulties Many specifications still include sand or 
cement: lime: sand backing coats on hacked concrete, and 
particularly when overhead are not often successful. Con- 
crete bonding plasters have been devised for which non- 
shrinkage properties are claimed, and are effective providing 
the maker’s instructions are adhered to. Generally, Class B 
plasters used neat also give satisfactory results. The overall 
thickness of the work must be kept to a minimum in both 
cases 


Gypsum plaster, whether of the concrete bonding type or 
otherwise, must not be used as a key for external work. Such 
an error was a recent incident where the plasterer applied 
concrete bonding plaster to a concrete balcony canopy, and 
then rendered in cement: lime: sand. The latter fell with 
almost fatal results to those below Chis was another case 
of the incompatibility of sulphates and cement compositions 


Additions 


Incidentally, there is another 
deplored which some plasterers 


Plaster 


y much to be 
with external 


Rust stains from expanded metal: (1) Neat Class B 
plaster. (2) Class B plaster and lime addition. 
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work. This is the addition of a handful or so of gypsum 
plaster to cement rendering mixes to speed the set of the 
cement. A small amount of gypsum is added during the 
manufacture of cement to adjust the setting time, but large 
uncontrolled additions are fatal. It may be convenient when 


dubbing out or making good to be able to complete the job 
in one operation, but in a year or two the whole work 
needs renewal with the additional difficulty of removal of 
the sulphate and the ugliness of patching. 


General Defects Causing Difficulties 


In being critical of the malpractices of plasterers rather 
than of their materials, it must be said that there are many 
faults for which they cannot be blamed. A common cause 
of cracking, for example, on partition walls, arises from the 
use of breeze blocks improperly cured or which have become 
wet in storage on the site or have been soaked before use. 
Cracks following block outlines result from such variation 
from block to block, whereas a crack at ceiling level usually 
results from moisture movement of the panel as a unit. 

Efflorescence arises generally from the presence of salts 
in brick or block backgrounds, but it can result from the 
use of estuary or sea sands. In some parts of the country 
it is difficult to find alternatives, and the risk must be mini- 
mized by frequent checking on the salt content of such 
supplies. The difficulty then is to assess the safe maximum 
allowable, as obviously conditions will have a big effect. 
There are known cases where trouble has been serious with 
percentages of the order of 0.1 per cent by weight. This 
percentage could amount to, say, a couple of pounds of salt 
distributed round the walls of a large room. 


Paint and distemper failures, again, are most frequently 
the result of lack of appreciation of the limitations of these 
materials by either designer or painter, and lack of adequate 
drying time of the plaster. 

This account has perforce been limited, and one notable 
and obvious omission is that the many problems directly 
associated with lime plastering have not been discussed, 
though its use must not be regarded as discredited. The 
aim has been to consider mostly those materials considered 
as speedy for house finishing. For all this desire for speed, 
it would be very pleasant to see some return to the use of 
the plasterer’s finer skill in obtaining decorative and attrac- 
tive effects, internally and externally, common enough in 
past generations, but so often neglected to-day and left to 
the decorating trade. 


(The photos illustrating this article are the copyright of George 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd.) 


LA.AS. FORTHCOMING EXAMINATIONS 


HE Incorporated Association of Architects and Sur- 
veyors will hold the following examinations during the 
week beginning May 3, 1954. 

Architects’ Section: Intermediate grade; final grade (Parts 
I and IT) 

Quantity Surveyors’ Section: Intermediate grade; final 
grade (Parts I and II); direct final grade. 

Building Surveyors’ Section (Municipal and Non-Muni- 
cipal): Intermediate grade; final grade (Parts I and II); 
direct final grade. 

Land Surveyors’ Section: Intermediate grade; final grade; 
direct final grade. 

Fire Surveyors’ Section: Direct Associate grade (Parts I 
and IT). 

The examinations will be held in London and at selected 
provincial centres. Applications from candidates for per- 
mission to sit, made on the prescribed form, must be 
received not later than Monday, February 8, 1954. 

Full information on application to the General Secretary, 
1.A.A.S., 75, Eaton Place, S.W.1. 
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SERVICES 
SPACE HEATING 
B3 44 


The 6 R. Courtier stove, by Mitchell, Russell & Co. Led 
Chattan Foundry, Bonnybridge, Scotland, has been recently 
designed and is produced in eight colours the price 
varies according to colour from £15 17s 6d plus £1 10s 
for a stand 3in high, to £18 17s 6d plus £2 2s. The heating 
capacity is 3,500 cu. ft. and the size is 234in x I7in wide x 
12hin from front to back the fire is designed to bur 
with the doors open or closed, considerable control and 
economy of fuel is possible by means of the adjustable 


vent in the ashdoor 
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FITTINGS 
ELECTRIC COOKER 
Ci/t3 


A new type of electric cooker, the English Ele 
Automatic, Model 2011. A cabinet type, with cast 
frame and steel panels, fictced with automatic timing device 
three cooking plates, grill chamber, oven and sto 
chamber. Cost £55. The splash-back contains the cor 
panel, |3-amp shuttered outlet and 6-watt fluores« 
light The control panel consists of an automatic 
timer chat will switch on and off at preselected times 
audible timer that can be set for up to 4 hours durat 
and a pilot light that indicates the use of one or mor 
plates. English Electric Co. Ltd., Queens House 
way, W.C.2 
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PLANT 
HAND TOOLS 
E330 


J. Edwards Led., 359-361 Euston Road, London, N.W.1!, are probably best known for the 
Besco '' range of sheet metal working machinery, the majority of which consists of fairly large 
production machines such as presses, guillotines, press brakes, folders and bending rollers 


Nevertheless, they have always specialized in a wide variety of smaller machines, such as the 
*Besco'’ No. 2 Bar Bender. This new machine has been designed as a jack-of-all-work, being capable 
of quite heavy operations on hot or cold mild steel flat bars, rounds, squares, notched angle and 
other sections. Interchangeable sceel bending blocks are available for normal 90 deg bends 


in 
angie and other sections, radius bending, acute bends, and bending of round bars 


The handle operates through a ratchet and pawl mechanism which can be disengaged when 
working in the lighter gauges. Top capacities are: flat bars 4in x 5/16in cold, 4in x gin hor 
din cold, Ijin hot notched angle 4in x 5/16in or equal cold, 4in x 4in or equal hot 


squares 


sn 
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SERVICES 
SPACE HEATING 
B3/45 


E. K. Cole Ltd., Southend-on-Sea, Essex 
have recently introduced the Thermo 
panel’ radiant heater that has its heating 
element fused to the back of a glass panel 
Designed for wall mounting, it is made of 
Armourplate glass which has a patterned 
mirror finish made by the heating element 
Two loadings are supplied, with or without 
a frame, price varies from £10 Is 4d for the 
750-watt model without a frame to £15 9s 9d 
for the |,000-watt mode! with frame. Guards 
are supplied at 10 and 12 shillings each, for 
the larger or smaller size, to prevent surface is a comprehens 
contact by children apparat 
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HARD PLASTER 


3/8" CERAMIC TILES 
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FIREPLACE: PUBLIC HOUSE, STEVENAGE 


ARCHITECT: CLIFFORD HOLLIDAY 
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. are installed by 
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Asphalt Co. Ltd 


“ er & Trinidad Lake lt Co ‘ 
/ tone-on-tone . ' paar Ltd 
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A properly typed letter should take minutes, not half-an-| 
But in a noisy room who can be expected even to think pro 
Lots of littl: sounds become big noises—to someone els 
You can't prevent other people’s noise battering into your thought 
ruining your work, jangling your nerves . . . unless, of course 
consult Cullum, Cullum know how to sponge up sounds 
hefore they can cause harm, 


You must have heard of Cullum. 


Sound Control by 


THE ACOUSTIC CONSULTANTS & CONTRACTORS 


HORACE W. CULLUM & CO. LTD., FLOWERS MEWS, LONDON, N.19. Tel. ARC 2662-3-4-5 
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Notes below give basic data 
contracts open under locality 
authority which are in bold tyt 
References indicate a) type of 
work, (b) oddress for applicatior 
Where no town is stated 








ARTHURL Gicsons Cl? 


TWICKENHAM ENGLANO 











VULCANITE 
Rooting= 
FOR EVERY TYPE OF ROOF 


AN OXYCHLORIDE FLOOR IS A 
GOOD FLOOR 
WHEN LAID IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
STANDARDS REQUIRED 
by the 
Jointiess Flooring (Oxychloride) Association 


A enquiries e Secretory, 


J.F..0\A., 69 CANNON STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 


LIGHTNING CONDUCTORS 


J.W.GRAY & SON LTD. 
TUDOR HOUSE, PRINCETON STREET 
BEDFORD ROW, LONDON, W.C.1 


CHURCH SPIRE RESTORERS 


oR - BO. 
Y 4d, 


.O 
| Specialists in Cy 


Hand Marbled and Grained Finishes 


WALL LININGS, 
BATH PANELS, SPLASH BACKS 


14, Kings Place, Buckhurst Hill, Essex. Buc. 652! 


ASPHALT 


WORK 


TO ALL BSS 














COVERITE 
(ASPHALTERS) LTD 
PALACE GATES STN. 22 Bowes Pork IQ2H7 


A. ©P. STEVEN L™ 





181 Sr. James Roap, Grascow, C.4 
Tel.: Bell 0356 
Lonpon: 10 Nicholson St.,'S.E.1. Tel. Water 
MANCHESTER, 1 : 12 Charles St Tel. Ardwick | 
EDINBURGH, 2: 2 North West Circus Place 
Tel. Ex 
BIRMINGHAM, 18:63 Hockley Hill, Tel. Nort! 





CONTRACT 
e NEWS e 


OPEN 
BUILDING 
BANSTEAD U.C. (a) 2 Civil Defence 


idquarters and machine room at Coun 
Brighton Road. b) Engineer 
yor, Council house, Brighton 
Road 2zns. (e) Jan. 9 
* * o 
BERKSHIRE C.C. a) Hutted kitchen 
und dining room at Shrivenham School 
County Architect, Wilton House, Park 
Road, Reading. (c) 2gns. (e) Jan. 7 
* . 


Surve 


B 


) 
i 


EXHILL B.C. (a) Public conveniences, 
( ire Square b) Borough Engin 
Town Hall c) 2gns e) Dec. 28 

* * * 
BOOTLE B.C. (a) 1 3-storey block of 8 
oO] nd 9 maisonettes, Homestead 
Ave! Copy Lane Estate. (b) Borough 


own Hall. (c) 2gns. (e) Jan. 7 
* * * 


| i 
Surveyor, 


BORDER R.C. (a) 71 houses, Madam 
Bank Dalston b) Housing Officer, 3, 
Victoria Place, Carlisle c) 2gns. d 
1) 19 
* * * 
BUCKS C.C. i) Sanitary accommoda 
tion and drainage to Hollybush C. of E 
Farnham’ Royal. b) County 
ect, County Offices, Walton Street, 
ury C Dec 28. 
. 7 - 
CARDIFF C.C. (a) New county primary 
ind junior infants’ school, Llanrumney. 
R. L. Brewis, 11, Cathedral Road. (c 
d) Dec. 21 
* * oe 
DORCHESTER B.C. (a) 40. houses, 
Poundbury Estate. (b) L. Magnus Austin, 
g Alley Walk c) 2gns d) Dec 
] in. 14 
* * . 
DUBLIN C.C. (a) 202 houses, 10 resi 
iential shops and estate office at section 
4B, Ballyfermot Housing Area b) City 
lreasurer, Exchange Buildings, Lord 
Edward Street 1Sgns e) Jan. 6 
* . * 
DURHAM C.C. (a) 2 pairs of police 
i Norfolk Road, Moorside Estate, 
b) Police Architect, Court Lane 
LD »9 
ESHER U.C. (a) 10 garages, Golf Course 
| te, West Molesey; 9 at Slough Farm 
Claygate; 11 at Winston Drive 
Stoke D’Abernon; 8 at Cranbrook 
Engineer and 


I 
I 
I 


Db Estate, Esher b 
I I cil Offices c) lgn. e 


LD) 
ESSEX C.C. (a) Smallholder’s house at 
Farm, Beaumont Estate, Tend 
ir Clacton-on-Sea b) County 
69, Duke Street, Chelmsford 


i) House for fire officer, 
County Architect, County 

isford d) Dec. 19. 
*GILLINGHAM B.C. (a) 124 dwellings, 
[wydall/Beechings Estate b) Borough 
I er, Municipal Buildings. (c) 5gns, 
payable to Corporation. (e) Jan 

S page 28 

HARTLEPOOL B.C. (a) 3 blocks of 3 
I flats, comprising 2 blocks of 12 
id 1 block of 18 at Coverdale Street 
b) Borough Engineer, Borough 
Middlegate c Sgns e 


address it is the same as the locality 
given in the heading, (c) deposit, (d) 
last date for application, (e) last date 
and time for submission of tenders. Full 
details of contracts marked y& are 
given in the advertisement section. 











COLOURS 


YOU CAN 
DEPEND ON 
Ce HARDENERS 
WATERPROOFERS 
DECORATIVE FINISHES 


JOSEPH FREEMAN, SONS & CO., LTD. 
LONDON, S.W.18. VANdyke 2432 





ENGERT & ROLFE LTD 
ASPHALTE WORK 
Fronvon e 4 ERY ease 4st) 


HARDWOOD FLOORING 
“EX STOCK” 


Block or Strip Flooring in 4", a", 2", 1” and 14° 
thicknesses, in the following species, grades 
suitable for Civic, Domestic and Factory Floors :— 
Agba, Anyan, Apa, Beech (English, American, 
Yugoslavian, Japanese), Birch (Finnish, Japanese), 
Ekki, Emeri, Greenheart, Guarea, Gurjun, 
Idigbo, Iroko, Jarrah, Kanluang, Keruing, Krabac, 
Mahogany, Maple, Meranti, Muhuhu, Oak (English, 
American, Austrian, Japanese, Silky), mu, Opepe, 
Podo, Ramin, Rauli, Sapeil, Sepitir, Serayah, 
Teak, Walnut, etc 


WILLIAM THORNTON & SONS, LTD. 


Joinery Dept, 38, WELLINGTON ROAD, 
LIVERPOOL, 8 Tel Lark Lane 1921/4 


Grams : Thornpool, Liverpool 
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HOUSE LANE. BECKENHAM, KENT PHONE SYDENHAM © 


J.GARDNER & CO. LTD. 


MURALS, INN SIGNS, etc. 
“KENWIN STUDIO” 


KENN BALDWIN SMITH, A.R.C.A. 
(DIPLOMA MURAL PAINTING) 


LITTLE SHELFORD, CAMBS. 


@__TRoM 5/2ecult 
CONCRETE 
MIXERS 

—t0 14/10 cu.ft.—®@ 
Inmediate Delivery 

THOS W. WARD LTD 


ALBION WORKS. SHEFFIELD 


TELEPHOME 2OBI (22 times 


ay 
& 


- 


as 
co} 














rT) am atom Pact anole 





tH) 
“ah 


HUDDERSFIELD B.C. (a) Residential 
nursery at Fieldhead, Lindley. All 
trades.) (b) Borough Architect, High 
Street Buildings. (c) 2gns. (e) Dec. 28. 


ISLE OF WIGHT C.C. (a 
the blind adjacent to 
Road, Newport. (b) 
County Hall, 
Dec. 31 


*. . 

LEEDS C.C. (a) (Contract No. 565) 
Conversion of No. 80 Francis Street into 
2 self-contained flats and 1 maisonette. 
(Contract No, 566) Conversion of “ High- 
field,” 13, Leopold Street, into 3 1-bed- 
room and 1 2-bedroom flats. (b) City 
Architect, Priestley House, Quarry Hill, 
9. (c) £1 each contract. (e) Jan, 4 


Home for 
“ Polars,” Staplers 
County Architect, 
Newport. (c) 2gns. (e) 


LONDON—WALTHAMSTOW B.C. (a) 
Public convenience at Larkshall Road. (b) 
Borough Architect, Town Hall, E.17. (c) 
2gns. (e) Dec. 31. 


LONDON—WEST HAM B.C. (a) 36 
houses, 24 maisonettes, 16 flats and 3 
garages, Garvary Road, _ E.16. (b) 
Borough Architect, 70, West Ham Lane, 
E.15. (c) 2gns. (d) Dec. 19. 


LOWESTOFT B.C. 
ton Estate. (b) 
High Street. 


. * 

(a) 56 houses, Gun- 
Borough Engineer, 49, 
(c) 2gns. (e) Jan. 6. 
LUTON B.C. (a) 7 blocks of 8 flats, 
Farley Hill Estate. (b) Borough Engineer, 
Town Hall, (c) 2gns. (e) Jan. 1 

. * 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE C.C, (a) 
(1) Public convenience in Two Ball 
Lonnen; (2) Public convenience in Wel- 
beck Road, (b) City Architect, 18, Cloth 
Market, 1. (e) Jan. 28. 

NORTH KESTEVEN R.C. (a) 24 houses 
and 6 bungalows, Potterhanworth Estate. 
(b) J. Chadwick, 31, Clasketgate, Lincoln. 
(c) 5gns. (e) Jan. 7 


PEMBROKESHIRE C.C. (a) 4-bay fire 
station and brigade headquarters, etc., at 
Merlins Hill, Haverfordwest. (b) County 
Architect, County Offices, Haverfordwest. 
(c) 2gns. (e) Jan. 14 

PEMBROKESHIRE C.C. (a) Rural 
technical institute at Neyland. (b) County 
Architect, County Offices, Haverfordwest. 
(c) 2gns. (e) Jan. 18 

* 


READING B.C. (a) 5 shops with 10 
flats over in Southcote Farm Lane, Bath 
Road Estate, Reading. (b) Borough 
Architect, Town Hall. (c) 2gns.  (e) 
Jan. 13. 


SCOTLAND—BRECKNOCK R.C. (a) 
16 houses with road and drainage works 
on Maesyfelin site, Llangorse. 
Council’s Architect, J. Merton Jones, 
Mary’s Chambers, Abergavenny. 
3gns. (e) Jan. 1 


. * om 
SCOTLAND—CROMBIE. (a) 50 houses 
at Crombie, Fife. (b) Scottish Special 
Housing Association, Ltd., 15-21, 
Palmerston Fince, Edinburgh, 12. 


SCOTLAND—FIFE C.C. (a) Conver- 
sion of classrooms into technical rooms 
and provision of additional sanitary 
accommodation at King’s Road School, 
Rosyth. (b) Messrs. Wilkinson and 
Lowe, 2a, Chalmers Street, Dunfermline. 
(e) Dec. 24. 


. * . 
SCOTLAND—GLASGOW C.C. (a) 
Shops and flats at Mamore Place, Auld- 
house. (b) City Architect, 20, Trongate, 
Glasgow, C.l. (e) Jan 





| 41 EAGLE STREET, 





THE 


MULLEN 


AND 


LUMSDEN 


LIMITED 
Contractors and 
Joinery Specialists 
HOLBORN, 
LONDON, W.C.1. 


Telephones: 
CROYDON: 
ADDiscombe 1264 


One of the “‘ Red Hand"’ 
quality roofing felts 


LONDON: 
CHAncery 7422/3/4 


ANDERSON & SON LTD., Stretford, Manchester 


Specify 


CERRUX 


DECORATIVE PAINTS 


CELLON LTD., KINGSTON-ON-THAMES 


THE VEITCHI COMPANY 
LIMITED 


RUBBER FLOORING 


SOUTHEY RD., LONDON, N15 
STAMFORD HILL 9428 


NEW FLOORS for OLD | 


Floors of all Types 
Repaired and Renewed 
FLOOR RENOVATIONS Ltd | 
36 LAURISTON RD., E.9. Phone: AMH 5471-2 

Sandpapering machines for hire | 


Londons Finest newssecondhand Value 


ARCHITECTS PLAN CHESTS 





THE EXPANDED METAL COMPANY LTD. 


Burwood House, Caxton Street, $.W.1. Abbey 3933 
Stranton Works, West Hartiepoo!. Hartliepools 2194 


56 
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DARTFORD B.C 
2) Site No. ¢ 3 
1, West Street, Er 


BIRKENHE AD B.C 
») Woodchurcl 


COVENTRY CORPORATION 
Dwellin Stok« Ald 

3) Geo. Wimp« ind Ce I 
mersmith, W.6 4 
£811,256, £112,19¢ 
el 2 Flet my 
W. H. Jor 

4) £48,832 


Ihr 
£84.14 


COAL INDUSTRY HOL SING ASSO 
CIATION l 4 house Ro g 
ton, Doncaste! 3) John La ind Son 
Lt Carlisle nd Lond 
1 Son, Ltd 


MANC HE S sT ER ¢ ORPORA { ION 
334 dw 4 ind 68 dw 
Woodhouse "Park nd Hulme 3) Dire 
fates ] 32 houses, 50 Tia 
Woodland Park 3) ¢ 

Ltd 


SHEFFIEL D ¢ ORPORA’ T ION 
dwellings 2) Grenhill aura 
3) M. J. Gleeson, Ltd., Cl 
Road, Sheffield 4 e147 911. 
dwellings 3) J. W. Sivil 
Canterbury Avenue, Sheffield 
£154,449 


MIDDLESEX l 

school, for R.( Diocesan 
Association 2 Sprul ngfield 
Pitchers, Ltd., 57, Ashburton 
London, N.7. (4) £100,000 


HAYES, 
secondary 
Schools 
Road 3 
Road, 
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Weight, when you first think about it, doesn’t seem to be a very important 
consideration in the construction and fitting out of a building. But consider 
the advantages that are to be gained when the weight of materials and com- 
ponents 1s reduced by the use of aluminium alloys. Transport costs come 
tumbling down. Handling and erection speeds up. And there’s always the 
special occasion when it is vital to keep weight to a minimum. The addition 
of another storey to the Royal Society of Medicine’s premises in London 
provides such an instance. There, five tons of aluminium saved the use of 
70 tons of stone ! 

And if ‘Kynal’ aluminium alloys can do this in buildings, think what a 
vital contribution they can make to saving weight without loss of strength 
in your industry — whether. it be aircraft, railway rolling stock or one of a 
hundred others. Our Technical Service staff will be pleased to help you 
work out how aluminium alloys can cut costs and increase efficiency. 


In the building industry 
‘Kynal’ wrought 
aluminium alloys are 
recommended for :— 


Roof coverings 

Claddings and facings 

Plain, corrugated and profiled sheets 
Glazing bars, roof lights 
Ventilators and window frames 
Gutters and drain-pipes 

Structural framings and canopies 
Partitions and panelling 

Lighting and heating fittings 

Locks, bolts, catches and plates 
Domestic furniture, including chairs 
Built-in cupboards 

Lockers, meat safes and cabinets 
Sections for picture rails 

Skirting and architraves 


IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LIMITED, LONDON, S.W.I. 
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Many have expressed the opinion that the ** Reynardo’ 
(Bold Roll) tile is the best-looking roof tile made. 
Certainly, it is in great demand, and has been for years ; 
not only for houses but business and other premises. 
Like other C.S. Clay Roof Tiles, the “‘ Reynardo”’ is 
moulded by hand from the famous Bridgwater clay. It 
does not laminate, however adverse the climate, and 
can be depended upon for lasting service. 

The “ Reynardo” Roof Tile is one of the finest of roof coverings 
yet not expensive. This an enquiry for a quotation will show 


Apply for list illustrating the many types of roof tiles we make 
by hand. 


REYNARDO 
ROOF TILE 
SIZE 164" x 14 


PATENT TILE WORKS, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET 


LONDON OFFICE: MR. DAWSON GoOoDEY, 6, QUEEN ANNE’S GATE, WESTMINSTER, S.W.1 Phone: WHItehall 7607 


eLLARD 


ESTATE... LIDING 


OOR GEAR 


ELLARD “ Estate Slid ng Door Gon has amen tee specified for 
large housing estate the People’s Houses, < terbury 
Estate *’ Sliding Door Gear offers maximum economy in use of space 
For easy access and efficient action, garage doors should be fitted witt 
ELLARD “* Radial sliding Door Gea The illustration below shows a 
typical domestic garage with sliding doors running ELLARE 
Radial Door Gear 





a 


J, 


ELLARD Sliding Door Gear has been specified for flats and housing schemes by: London 
County Council ; Canterbury and Pecerborough Corporations; Eston, Mexborough, 
Rushden, Sawbridgeworth and Wellingborough U.D.C.s ; Easington and Sedgefield 
R.D.C.s sand for British Railways Housing Estates, Southall; Coronation Bungalows, South 
Shields; Kytes Settlement Estate. Watford; Newton Aycliffe and Stevenage New Towns 


CLARKE ELLARD ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 
Works Road, Letchworth, Herts. Tel.: 6134 
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requirements are giant ducting, casing for 
shafts and gearing, or what you will, Harveys 
can do the job and do it NOW. Send your 
enquiries along for immediate attention. 
G.A.Harvey & Cu. (London)Ltd. 
Woolwich Road, London, $.€.7 


Industrial ironwork 
takes many forms 
which need the sure 
hand of a skilled work- 
er—one who combines 
practical experience 
with modern methods 
to ensure a first-class result. 
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Tubular copper 
trap makers to 
LCC inter alia 


You will specify internal drainage, one-pipe plumbing 
and ‘* Multi-branch” fittings if you have read BRS 
Digests 48 and 49. 


The bath and sink waste branches must be correctly 
placed on a soil pipe and the proper position 
. depends on many factors, including the trap design. 
A Ensure a good ‘‘mating’’ of stack and traps by 
specifying that they both be obtained from the 
one maker. 


ECONA MODERN PRODUCTS LIMITED 


AQUA WORKS HIGHLANDS ROAD - SHIRLEY BIRMINGHAM 
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Nature has equipped the Penguin to resist damp 
“ Aqualite,”’ impregnated with Bitumen, nature's 
own damp resistant, is Briggs answer to the 
demand of Architects and Builders for the perfect 
dampcourse. 


BRUGES 
BITUMEN DAMPCOURSE 


‘Laid in a minute .... lasts as long as the wall! 


WILLIAM BRIGGS & SONS LTD. DUNDEE. 
LONDON : Vauxhall Grove, $.W.8. 


Branches: Aberdeen, Beifast, bristol, Edinburgh 
Glasgow, Leicester, Liverpool, Norwich 








BATLEY ocx-vr canaces 


Hi 
NOW, AVAILABLE WITH 


OP ANDO OVER DOORS 


With the present-day high cost of building materials and labour, BATLEY 
Multiple Concrete Garages offer tremendous economies. Employing the 
well-known Batley principle of tongued and grooved concrete units which 
are simply bolted together on a firm, level foundation, these Garages can be 
erected by unskilled labour in hours instead of days, Fitted with smooth 
sliding, space saving Up and Over Doors as an alternative to hinged doors 
at no extra cost. In addition to the big savingin initial cost, Batley Garages 
require no maintenance—they last a lifetime without attention They are 
completely fireproof, weatherproof, rotproof and verminproof. Wherever 
lock-up Garages are required—for Municipal Housing Estates, Hotels, 
Flats, Armed Services Camps, etc.—it will pay you to investigate 


No. of Clear 


FREE DELIVERY! °*3<** s Height 


16ft 16ft. 4in . Jin 


IN ENGLAND AND 3 24ft. Bin. x 16ft. 4in 3in 
48ft. 16fe. 4in . Bin 
WALES. 72ft 16ft. 4in 3in 


i 96ft. 3in 16ft. 4in 3in 


Pius £55 per additional garage to any number required in one block. Also available 
with a clear height of 7ft. 9in., an alternative iength of I9fc. if required 
DEFERRED TERMS AVAILABLE 


BATLEY 


SWULTIPLE CONCRETE GARAGES 


Send forf ull details and brochure to :— 


ERNEST BATLEY LTD., 96, Colledge Road, Holbrooks, Coventry 
Phone: 892456 
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FALENCE C11 


CONTEMPORARY 


ARCHITECTURE 


@® Burmantofts Faience Cills are finished 
in high temperature fired glaze and 
are extremely hard wearing. 
@ Following atmospheric pollution a 
quick wash restores their original 
freshness. 
@ Available in over 40 colours and 
textures, 
@ The use of Burma 
antofts Cills gives a Trade Ma THE 


pleasing colourful relief to the normal 


Pe A) ; DS FIREC LAY CO. LTD 
g material WORTLEY, LEEDS Telephone : LEEDS 34021 


Further information supplied on request. LONDON OFFICE: Leeds House, Cavendish Place, W.1 Telephone : LANgham 3511 
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By PLASTEX | By |ONOLAC 


Weatherproofing Compound Bituminous Paints 


Repairing Roofs of all Types @ For all Steelwork and Ironwork 


Stopping Leaks Protects against Corrosion, Rust and 


Covering New Roofs, Etc. Atmospheric Conditions 


Repairing and Waterproofing Brickwork Brilliant Gloss Finish 


Waterproofing Below Ground Level 


Good Colour Depth 


* 
e 
e 
tecovering Felt Roofs @ Excellent Weatherability 
S 
* 
cy 


Stopping Cracks in Brickwork, Woodwork 
and Metalwork Suitable for Spray or Brush 


Waterproofing Skylights, Window Sashes @ | Made in Black, White, Green, Red, Brown, 


and Repairing Gutters Grey, Cream and Aluminium Colours 











THAMES ROAD, CRAYFORD, KENT. 


Telephone Bexleyheath 2000 (5 lines) 
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OFFICIAL 


APPOINTMENTS 


Rate 1 per line, minimum 3 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


e CONTRACTS . 


TENDERS 


Close for press Ist post Monday for following Thursday Issue 








PRESS NOTICE 
For the issue of * The Architect and Building News" 
dated 31 December, classified advertisements must 
reach us by IST POST, THURSDAY, 24 DECEMBER 











APPOINTMENTS 


The engagement of answering these ad- 
verttsements must be through the local office 
of the Ministry of Labour and National Service, etc 
if the applicant is a aged 18-64 or a 
aged 18-59 inclusive, unless he or she or the em- 
ployer is excepted from the 
Notification of Vacancies Order 


persons 
made 
woman 


man 


provisions of The 
1952 





BOROUGH OF OLDBURY. 


BOROUGH ENGINEER AND SURVEYOR'S 


DEPARTMENT 
AMENDED ADVERTISEMENT 


y: PPLICATIONS are invited for the following 
appointments in the Architects Section of the 
Borough Surveyor’s Department: 
(a) SENIOR QUANTITY SURVEYOR, Grade 
A.P.T. VIT (£710/25/785); 
(b) ASSISTANT QUANTITY SURVEYOR, 
Grade A.P.T.V. (£595/15/15/20/645) 
Salary will be paid within the above grades in 
accordance with the experience and qualifications of 
the successful candidates 
The Corporation's building programme comprises 
mixed development of houses, maisonettes and flats, 
shopping centres, the development of a central 
clearance area and general building works 
Candidates for appointment (a) should be quali 
fied quantity surveyors with a thorough knowledge 
of local government building contract procedure, 
the preparation of bills of quantities and settle 
ment of accounts 
For appointment (b) applicants should prefer- 
ably be qualified quantity surveyors with practical 
experience in the preparation of bills of quantities 
The appointment will be superannuable, subject 
to the National Conditions of Service and to the 
selected candidate passing a medical examination. 
Applications, giving particulars of age, qualifica- 
tions and experience, with the names of two 
referees should be delivered to the undersigned, 
not later than Thursday, 31st December, 1953 
Housing accommodation will be available to 
married applicants if this is required 
KENNETH PEARCE, 
Town Clerk 
Municipal Buildings, 
OLDBURY 


10th November, 1953 





COUNTY BOROUGH OF BARNSLEY 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE, 


RESIDENT ENGINEER 


ATIONS are invited for the temporary 
of RESIDENT ENGINEER to supervise 
first instalment of the extensions 
to the Barnsley Mining and Technical College and 
also the erection of a Secondary Modern School 
Salary wili be at the rate of £900 per annum, The 
post is not pensionable : 

The extensions to the Technical College will be 
of considerable size and will be carried out in four 
phases, so that theré is likely to be continuity ot 
work for some years 

The secondary modern 
600 children 

Candidates should have 


PPLIC 
post 
the erection of the 


school will accommodate 
a thorough knowledge of 
building construction and have had a wide experi- 
ence in the building trade of large architectural 
projects, including reinforced concrete work. 
Applications, stating age, present and past 
appointments and full particulars of qualifications 
and experieace, accompanied by names = and 
addresses of two persons to whom reference may be 
made, should be sent to the undersigned not later 
than 21st December, 1953 
H. A. REDBURN, 
Director of Education 
Education Department, 
‘own Hall, 
BARNSLEY 


December, 1953 (7513 


APPOINTMENTS—contd. 





ISLE OF ELY COUNTY COUNCIL 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the undermen 
tioned appointments on the staff of the County 
Architect 
(a) ASSISTANT ARCHITECT 
A.P.T.Va) (£625-£685 p.a 
(b) JUNIOR ARCHITEC rt RAL ASSISTAN'I 
(Grade Misc.I/II/TII) (£300-£440 p.a 
(c) QUANTITY SURVEYOR’S CLERK 
Misc.t1I) (£375-£440 p.a 
The appointments are on the permanent staff 
are subject to the provisions of the National Schen 
of Conditions of Service, the Local Government 
Superannuation Act and to the passing of a medical 
examination 
Applications must be made on forms t be 
ovtained from the County Architect, County Hall 
March, accompanied by copies of not less than tw 
recent testimonials, and returned not later than the 
3ist December, 1953 
R. F. G. THURLOW 
Clerk of the County 


Grade 


Grade 


Council 
Sil 





CONTRACTS 





BOROUGH OF GILLINGHAM 
BOROUGH ENGINEER'S 
TWYDALL 


DEPARTMENT 
BEECHINGS ESTATI 


124 TRADITION/ |. UNIT-TYPE DWELLINGS 


in 2 STARTING 


BRUARY, 1954 


DATI 


ENDERS are invited for the 
124 BRICK-BUILT TRADITIONAL-TYPI 

DWELLINGS of simplified design in pairs and 
terraces on the Twydall/Beechings Estate, Gilling 
ham 

Persons desirous of sontasing may obtain copies 
of the Bills of Quantities, yecification and Form 
of Tender and may inspect = drawings and Con 
ditions of Contract at the Borough Engineer’s 
Department during usual office hours on and after 
the 21st December, 1953 

Applications should be accompanied by a cheque 
for five guineas (£5 Ss) made payable to the Gill 
ingham C orporation. This sum will be refunded 
on the receipt of a bona fide tender not 
quently withdrawn and on the 
documents issued 

The above-mentioned documents 
able on the 21st December, 195 

Tenders, in plain sealed envelopes 
“Tender for 124 Dwellings Twydall 
Estate,"’ must be delivered to the 
not later than the first post 
1954 

The Council do not 
the lowest or any 


ERECTION OF 


subse 
return of all the 
will be avail 
endorsed 
Beeching 
undersigned by 
on the 1Sth January 


bind 
tender 


themselves to accept 

FRANK HILI 

own lerk 

Municipal Buildings 
Gillingham, Kent 
jrd December 


1983 


EDUCATIONAL 





I.A.A.S. 
FORTHCOMING EXAMINATIONS 


"THE Incorporated Association of Architects and 
Surveyors will hold the following examinations 

during the week beginning 3rd May, 19 

ARCHITECTS SECTION: Intermediate grade 
Final grade (Parts I and II 

QUANTITY SURVEYORS SECTION: Inter 
mediate grade. Final grade (Parts I and II 
Direct Final grade 

BUILDING SURVEYORS SE¢ 
cipal & Non-Municipal) Intermediate grade Fina 
grade (Parts I and II Direct Final grade 

LAND SURVEYORS SECTION: Intermediate 
grade. Final grade. Direct Final grade 

FIRE SURVEYORS SECTION: Direct Ass« 
ciate grade (Parts I and II 

The examinations will be held in London 
at selected provincial centres. Applications 
candidates for permission to sit, made on the 
scribed form, must be received not later 
Monday, 8th February, 1954 

ee information to the 
1.A.A.S., 75, Eaton Place, London, 


rION Muni 


General Secretary 


S.W.l. [751¢ 


MISCELLANEOUS SECTION 





RATE : 1/6d. per line, 
line 6 words Each 
separately 

BOX NOS. add 


minimum 3 average 


paragraph charged 


2 we 


forwarding 


rds pius | tor registra 
tion and replies which should 
be addressed « The Architect & 
Building News, et yse. Stamford 
Street, London, S.E 

PRESS DAY Monday. Remittances 
to Iliffe & Sons Ltd., Dorset Hous t 
Street, London, S.E.! 

No responsibility accepted fc 


payable 
arr ford 
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FOR HIRE 


YOR Hire ton Mobile Crane.—Apply W: 
Kayle t Queen St Ardwick Mar 
chester, 12 {7519 


December 1 





xcavat 


N’ ARROW tr 


953 


MISCELLANEOUS 





a oe j capacity; sale or 


ire 


INSURANCE eticay, Esse 





ARCHITECTS Indemnity Insurance 


Piease write for Proposal Form t 


ench buckets 

in any specified cutting widths, and “ CONSTRUC TIONAL $ Steelwork Shop Prac- 
duty dragline buckets 

quick delivery 

rs, Nortons Plant Hire, Ramsden, Bil- 

x Tel. Ramsden Heath 


BOOKS, ETC.—contd. 





makes of 


for { to 4 tice: A Textbook for Apprentices and 
Students.” By John Farrell. (Published for the 
British Constructional Steelwork Association.) 


[0137 practical work covering every stage of operations 





in this industry Includes information on: the 





DEMOLITION 


reading. of constructional engineering drawings; 
the template shop; work of the plater in marking 
off and assembly; processes of fabricating steelwork; 
inspection, checking and maintenance, etc. 15 





J Rage med Incorporated Insurance Broker 
3 forsham, Sussex. Tel. 9% 


BUSINESS & PROPERTY 82 


PRINCES Gate, Kensington, $.W.7 (in the City OLD MAN 
of ‘Westminster Entire office building, 3 

sq ft, 22 rooms, including one of 700 sq ft 

pletely redecorated throughout; rental £2,75¢ 

no premiun Moss & Partners, 15, Stt 

St., W.1 May. 9933/7 


¥ 





By 


[0133 MOLITION AND CLEARANCE. 


ATCH IT COME 
SYD BISHOP 
BARING se LEE, 


EEN 


iR 
sit NS BOUGHT 


net from all booksellers. By post 15/6 from The 
Publishing Dept., Dorset House, Stamford St., 
London, S.E.1. 


DOWN” 
‘TEL. LEE 
‘FOR SALVAGE 


RCHITECTURE as a Career: A Practical 
Handbook for Sa-ww fo By Maurice BE, 
Taylor, M.T.P.1., A.R.1.B.A., F.1.L.A., F.R.LAS., 
[0124 F.S.A.Scot., R.1.B.A.Dist.T P., A.A.Dip. of Plan- 
ning Discusses the various methods of approach 

to the architectural profession, gives information on 








BOOKS, ETC. 


the various R.1.B.A. examinations, scholarships and 
prizes, and offers the intending architect much 
sound advice on every aspect of planning his career 
10/6 net fom all booksellers. By post 10/11 from 





WANTED ps 


}LANNI 





machines requiring repair not objected to; im Patrick Cutt 
mediate cash settlements.--Call, write or ‘phone R.1.B.A., A 
Southwell Motor Co 21, King St Southwell able ref 
Notts Tel. 3125 {7508 buildings, pr 
iene ——— : e imnort 


oe ————— - I 


The Publishing Dept., Dorset House, Stamford St., 
London, S.E.1 


NG: The Architect’s Handbook,” 7th 


By S. Rowland Pierce, V.P.R I.B A., 
URGENT! Y required, road rollers, 2 to 12 ton Dist.T.P Rome 5S 

ish, A.R.I.B.A., 
fred Bossom Gold Medallist. 
plan and design 


erence for all 


Architecture, and 4\Edward D. Mills, F.R.I.BA 
AADip., A.LL.A., 


RCHITECTS' Detail Sheets Edited by 

f Provides 
specially prepared scale detail drawings and photo 
An indis- graphs showing how contemporary British and 
foreign designers have combined the twin essentials 


viding essentials of plan types and the of good construction and satisfactory appearance 


ant details 


29 


, all fully illus- The selected examples cover a wide range of prob 


r concisely almost every type of building lems from windows and door openings to stair 


NISSEN HUTS, ETC. 


ECONDITIONED ex-Army huts and manu 
factured buildings, timber, asbestos, Nissen LASTIK 
hall type, etc., all sizes and prices.—Write, ritish 
telephone Universal Supplies (Belvedere . 
Dept. 32, Crabtree Manorway, Belvedere, 
Kent Tel. Erith 2948 (O01 2¢ 





ACCOMMODATION 


RCHITECT offered share of Westminster 
and facilities by quantity surveyor at 
reasonable terms Box 2343 





likely to encounter 


By post 3i 


House, Stamford St., 


S Progress: Papers and Discussions at 
Plastics Convention, 953.” 

based on the papers given by & 

ie 1953 Plastics Con 
a report 
Providing an up-to 
technological develop ing applications (bearing in mind the present need 
modern applica- 


each paper 


ontemporary 
information 


should 


of plastics 


By 
Dorset 


- net from cases, fireplaces and internal fittings and furniture 
The Publishing 
London, S.E.1 


Contains 96 reference sheets in all. 25 net from 
all booksellers By post 26/2 from The Ang tae 
Dept., Dorset House, Stamford St., London, S.E 


The “@TEELS in Modern Industry: A Comprehen- 
sive Survey by 29 Specialist Contributors.” 
General Editor: W. E. Benbow An invaluable 
discussion guide for engineers, designers and draughtsmen; it 
specifies the steels best used in various engineer 


for economy), describes their general and special 
by every properties and characteristics, and how they may 
50/- net be surface finished for anti-corrosive and other 


4 from The purposes. 42 net from all booksellers. By post 
Stamford St 43/2 from The je ye Dept., Dorset House, 
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Stamford St., London, S 
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Stock / 


The wide choice available in the Brookhirst 
‘Simple’ Range is exemplified in this group of 
straight-on starters, type SC, size X, for motors 
up to 7; H.P.500 S50V. All these basic models 
have provision for additional features to 
customers’ specification. 


Even in comprehensive schemes it is often possible to use 
Brookhirst ‘Simple " Range Starters to great advantage 
Like all Brookhirst Standards they are based on the ‘know- 
how’ acquired in dealing with innumerable control 
problems. Likeall Brookhirst Standards flexibility is the 
keynote of their design. Extra features can be included 
which increase their application far beyond the normal 
scope of EX-STOCK equipment. Write for descriptive 
Catalogue 31D and detailed Stock List. 


BROOKHIRST 


MOTOR CONTROL GEAR 


BROOKHIRST SWITCHGEAR LIMITED, CHESTER 
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ENGERT & ROLFE LT 
POST-WAR REBUILDING ... =ineeenane ae” 


PORTLAND STONE PROM STOCK 
MONKS PARK STONE LONDON E 14 EX EASt 1441 


| COURSES for all R.I.B.A. EXAMS 


THE BATH AND PORTLAND STONE FIRMS LTD. | | | :2.::°wu2.iss=".22% 
e Caiculations, Materials, Construction, 


structures, 

Hygiene Specifications Professional Practice, 
Head Office : PORTLAND LONDON OFFICE: etc. Also in general educational subjects 

BATH Tel. : 3113 Grosvenor Gardens House S.W.| ELLIS SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE 

Tel. : 3248-9 Tel.: -ViCtoria 9182-3. Principal : A. B. Waters, M.B.E, G.M., F.R.I.B.A 


163C, OLD BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON, 8.W.7 
Phone: KEN. 4477 and at Worcester 



































Contracts are completed quicker 
thus bringing down costs when the 
Wild-Fawcett is part of the build- 
ing plan. Designed to help the 
builder at every stage, this crane J - 
slews, travels, has three speeds to qt 

all motions and magnetic brake. N | | * > 
Easily transportable and practically ¢ L 

self erecting the WILD- \ Go rw 
FAWCETT is playing a vital part \ Cfaweell” 

in speeding Britain’s Building 

projects. 


THE ALL BRITISH TOWER CRANE 
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Consult ua aleo for: Machine Tools 
Electric Motore, Electric Power Plant, 
Hydraulic Plant, Cranes, oe 


VULCAN WORKS - COLERIDGE ROAD - SHEFFIELD Phone: 41292 
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You cannot afford to wash your hands 


of water treatment problems 


Which would you rather have 


simple as that. In any hard water dist 


\ 1 


scaled unless the water ts treated 


+} 


per million parts of water will 


scale and avoid the heavy 


and Micromet are very easily intr 


for full technical details abot 


not only as a preventative of 


corrosion or tuberculation of 


Walter areas 


ALBRIGHT & WILSON LTD 


cheap 


maintenane 


j 
a itl 
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ind effective water treatment or high maintenance costs? it 


is as 


hot water circuits, calorifiers and cooling systems will soon become 


prevent 


costs which 


result 
shold Treatment 
but 


formation, 


mains in 


omet iW a 


also 


vy parts of Calgon or Micromet* 


the formation of 
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to the water system. 


Ask 


effective 
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It costs nothing 
to consult 
Albright & Wilson 
about 


Threshold 


Treatment 
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CALGON 


TELEPHONE GROSVENOR 


1301 
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JOHN LAING AND SON LIMITED 
I | BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 
GREAT BRITAIN, CANADA 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA, RHODESIA 


Bank Premises in Mauritius for Barclays Bank 
(Dominion, Colonial and Overseas) Port Louis 


dssembly Works, Depot, Offices and Canteen for Leyland Motors pe House, Johannesburg. Off 
(S.A.) Limited at Elandsfontein, in South Africa e and New York Trust(Pty) 1 





